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Gallantry Should Never be Forgotten

JOHN CHAPMAN

While I was taking Mrs Eileen Goddard from St Mary’s Avenue to the 
Royal Berks Hospital she happened to mention that her husband was 
one of the crew of HMS X6 – one of the three midget submarines sent to 
try to cripple the Tirpitz in 1943. I had no idea that we had a Purley 
connection with an event like this and thought a few more people would 
like to know about it.

The Tirpitz was one of the most powerful battleships ever built.  Her 
role was to attack convoys bringing much needed supplies from 
America to Britain and Russia. At 41,000 tons she outgunned any Royal 
Navy ship and, if allowed to roam the Atlantic, she would be a terrible 
danger to our ships, far more of a menace than any submarine. Churchill 
christened her ‘The Beast’ and put the country’s best minds to work to 
see how they could counter the menace.

She was commissioned in February 1941, the last and most powerful 
of the Bismark Class and was sent to Trondheim in Norway in January 
1942 to prevent an allied invasion of Norway and to attack the Russian 
convoys. She was responsible for the destruction of the convoy PQ17 
without firing a single shot – her mere presence was enough to cause the 
convoy to scatter letting the individual ships be picked off by U-boats. 

thTwo squadrons of bombers were sent out on the 30  of January to try to 
sink her but failed to find her. Two more naval squadrons of torpedo 
bombers tried again in March without success and  more attacks by the 
RAF in April  saw 13 aircraft lost with still no success.

The solution the navy came up with was the X-craft, midget 
submarines with a crew of four whose job it was to slip through the 
defences and lay huge explosive charges beneath the Tirpitz and, 
hopefully, get away before they detonated. Six craft were built initially 
and crews started training in great secret at Loch Striven on the west 
coast of Scotland. Training was completed in September 1943 and, 
towed by more conventional submarines, six boats  set out on a 1,500 
mile journey to Norway from Loch Cairnbawn whence they had moved 



Gallantry Should Never be Forgotten 5

was almost gone and had to be resuscitated. The midshipman was 
packed off to HMS King George V in disgrace.

There are still many tales to tell of this bunch of virile young men 
living life to the full while facing considerable dangers. But eventually 
the time came in September 1943 when they set off for the attack. Six of 
the X-craft departed, each towed by a conventional submarine, with the 
passage crew aboard. Edmund, being one of the attack crews, travelled 
in somewhat more luxury in the towing submarine.  In X6’s case it was 
HMS Truculent which rose to fame in January 1950 when she foundered 
in the Thames estuary with a huge loss of life.

They had to pause every six hours to let in fresh air. During the 
passage the tow ropes broke regularly and X9 vanished and was never 
heard of again. Vernon had been designated as a member of the attack 
crew of the X9 and so escaped the fate of the passage crew. X8 had leaks 
and when they tried to jettison one of their explosive charges it 
detonated and so damaged the craft that it had to be scuttled. The X7 had 
a narrow escape when a loose mine became impaled on its bows, but Lt 
Place booted it off like a football. Eventually, after 12 days, the four 

thremaining craft arrived off Söröy sound on September 20   1943 and the 
attack crews took over. Three to attack the Tirpitz and one (X10) the 
Scharnhorst 

X10 suffered technical faults and had to abandon its attack. Nothing is 
known of the fate of X5 – they joined in the good luck exchanges between 
the boats and that is the last anyone heard of them. X7 got tangled up in 
the anti-submarine netting but eventually escaped and managed to drop 
the charges before surrendering; but X6 with Edmund as helmsman ran 
aground and was spotted but as the battleship could not depress its big 
guns the Germans fired rifles and lobbed grenades. X6 dropped its 
charges underneath the battleship and surfaced so close to the Tirpitz 
that they scraped its side. The crew abandoned ship and the captain, 
Don Cameron, scuttled it. They were all picked up by motor-boat and 
taken aboard Tirpitz for interrogation. A few minutes later the charges 
went off and Tirpitz rose six feet into the air suffering considerable 
damage, it was later patched up and taken to Tromso where it was 
finally sunk by the RAF ‘Dam Busters’ using one of their ‘tall-boy’ 
bombs.
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for their final briefing..

Edmund Goddard was designated as the engineer for X6. He was a 
fully qualified navy diver who had volunteered for special services. He 
was sent to Scotland for training and here met up with Vernon Coles 
with whom he was to cement a life-long friendship.  Each of the X-craft 
had two crews, one for passage and one for attack, made up of three 
officers and an artificer. Because of this, many of the naval formalities 
between officers and ratings were forgotten and very close bonds built, 
although the ratings and the officers had separate messes while on 
training. 

Although the officers occasionally let the men have some of their beer 
supplies, on one occasion the men decided to go to the pub. They 
borrowed a whaler and rowed across the loch and then ran 15 miles to 
the pub, only to find the landlord calling ‘time’ as they arrived. Deprived 
of their pleasures they ran 15 miles back only to find the whaler stranded 
by the receding tide and had to manhandle it over the mud to get back to 
base. On another occasion they went to a pub in Sandbank where the 
beer was stored in the yard and guarded by a fierce alsation. They came 
prepared with kippers which the dog wolfed down and while it was pre-
occupied they stole a barrel of beer and smuggled it back to base where 
the contents were soon distributed among the other men. To get rid of the 
evidence they broke the barrel up into pieces and let the tide take them 
away. Unfortunately just as the police arrived to ask questions the tide 
returned together with the pieces of barrel. To compensate the land lady, 
the men had a whip around and she finished up much better off than if 
she had sold them the beer.

The training was very hard and  quite dangerous. One exercise 
required the men in full diving gear to venture into the sea with a rope 
tied to their wrist. If they were OK the signal was to give a short tug on 
the rope and the officer would let out a bit more. If things were not OK 
the signal was four sharp tugs in quick succession. On this one occasion it 
was Edmund venturing into the depths with a midshipman holding the 
rope. The middy mis-interpreted the emergency signal and merely let 
out more rope until he was left with just the end. By this time Edmund 
was in a pretty bad way – no air and close to drowning. By the time the 
mistake was realised and he was hauled back to the beach he 
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April 

 The weather for almost the whole of the month was dry, sunny, with 
some very warm days, but the temperatures dropped at night.

With these higher temperatures vegetation growth quickened.  
Planting was more difficult through the hard crust of earth due to the 
dry conditions and seed germination on salad crops, etc., was poor 
and spasmodic due to the higher than normal temperatures.

Hornets have been emerging from their winter hibernation, the 
nests being about the size of a tennis ball comprised of chewed-up 
wood pulp.  These can be seen quite often hanging down from roof 
rafters in lofts.  Brown patches have been appearing on lawns 
apparently caused by crane-fly grubs eating the roots of the grass, 
again due to the very dry conditions.  Whilst on a visit to Exbury 
Gardens in Hampshire, we saw a baby squirrel and it made us recall 
that we had never seen one before on all our walks around Purley, or 
during the daily invasion of squirrels in our garden.  House Martins 
were seen and also a Robin singing during the night.  Watched bats 
gliding through the garden as dusk fell on the warmer evenings.

Watching the transformation of the damsel and dragon fly from 
their ugly beginnings as a nymph emerging from the pond is one of 
the most fascinating spectacles of nature.

May

There is a saying “Don't cast a clout until May is out.” (One meaning 

Damsel fly after emerging

 From  nymph.
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The six survivors of X6 and X7 were taken in stages by E-Boat, 
railway and merchantman to Bremen. On the way they stopped at 
Narvik and Edmund found a piece of wire which he used to short 
circuit the electricity supply on three occasions. He eventually 
finished up in Malag Camp in Germany and when they were being 
moved he and another man managed to escape and eventually 
reached British lines after many adventures including swimming a   

 

river in the middle of winter. 
H e  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  
Conspicuous Gallantry Medal 
and commissioned on his 
return to the Navy.

After the war he worked for 
Newbury Diesel Co Ltd 
working on diesel engines and 
one time he was sent to 
Norway to do some tests. 
W h e n  t h e  N o r w e g i a n s  
discovered he had been on the 
raid he was presented with a 
clock from one of the Tirpitz’s 
engine rooms which was being 
broken up at the time.

Edmund died in 1992 after a 
stroke in the Fox and Hounds 
pub in Tilehurst where he was 
a regular.

I would like to express my thanks to Eileen Goddard for making me aware of 
her husband’s distinguished naval career and for loaning material for this 
article and to their daughter Penny for the photo of the clock. Also to Vernon 
Coles DSM who has so many stories to tell he could fill a book with 
anecdotes.  JC

Edmund Goddard when he went to
Buckingham Palace to receive his

Conspicuous Gallantry Medal
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of clout being a garment.)  It certainly rang true this year as the 
weather for this month was in complete contrast to that of April.  
Wet, cold and strong winds, but the rain was much needed as the 
plants were beginning to suffer through lack of water.  The first 
swifts seen under the black, heavy clouds catching insects and 
mayfly emerging from the pond.  A lot of blossom was damaged, or 
washed off the trees this spring in the heavy rain and our cherry trees 
were stripped of fruit whilst still green.

June  

The cold wet weather continued for most of the month.  Heavy rain 
caused flooding in some northern areas of the country.  Watched 
buzzards and kites circling over the meadow as the tractor cut the 

thgrass.  Noisy crows woke us early on the 10 .  On investigation 
found they were not happy sharing the garden with a fox.  Whilst 
retrieving my golf ball from the rough along the fairway, came across 
a ball of bees swarming in the long grass so I made a quick exit.

July

The rain and cold weather continued, but with the odd warm, sunny 
thday.  Play at Wimbledon was affected.  The forecast for the 20  July 

was dire and the weathermen were certainly spot on.   The torrential 
rain fell on the last day of the school summer term causing localised 
flooding, with reports of children having to wade through knee-high 
water as it ran off roads and paths like rivers, overwhelming the 
drainage systems.  The following weekend, however, was dry and 
sunny, but those people living near the river were listening for flood 
warnings as the river levels rose.

Produce from the allotment has been affected by the wet weather 
causing rust and blight.  Good results were obtained from the soft 
fruits as long as they were harvested regularly.  Root crops have also 
been good, but the early peas and beans poor.

Watched a family of Green Woodpeckers on the patio feeding on 
the emerging flying ants.

DAVID BETTS
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 On a recent visit to Wisley, one of our members spotted a book in 
their library entitled “Flora of Berkshire” by Michael J. Crawley.  In 
the Purley section it lists plants growing in this area under their 
botanical names, from which I have translated a few and trust they 
are correct:  Rosa Robiginosa (Sweet Briar);  Quercus Ilex (Evergreen 
Oak or Holm Oak);  Cardamine Amara (Large Bitter Cress);  
Mespilus Germanica  (Medlar);  Viscaria Alpina (Alpine Campion). 

Purley's historic manorial 
barn became the focus of 
attention for three days and 
nights in July when it was 
manned as an emergency 
reception centre following 
warnings that the Thames 
was about to flood.

Fortunately, the worst 
never happened, although

at one time we were being warned to expect a flood of 1947 
proportions. Eventually, we saw nothing worse than a normal 
Purley wet winter… in mid-summer. In fact, only one person took 
advantage of the sleeping facilities provided in the Barn, although 
several other vulnerable people were offered hospitality on their 
way to more comfortable temporary accommodation.

West Berkshire Council's response to the potential flood was 
widely praised and a letter of thanks was sent by the Parish Council, 
who had themselves manned the parish office on a 24 hour basis as 
an emergency communications centre.



but not overfed and is also guaranteed a free run every day.  Sandie 
did tell us that on one occasion when she took Lorna's Justin for a run 
across farmer's fields, she thought she had lost him only to find Justin 
splashing about merrily in a cattle trough!

   Puppies, usually Labradors or Retrievers, go to a volunteer puppy 
socialiser first, then after 12 to 14 weeks, go to the kennels at Banbury 
for eight months training.  During this time a client will have been 
interviewed and, if approved, will go to the centre for two weeks to 
bond with their selected dog.  The client and dog then return home, 
have a six week supervision period to make sure everything is 
progressing satisfactorily followed by ongoing aftercare via the 
trainer plus an annual medical for the dog.

   About forty dogs are trained each year, with a total of 350 having 
been trained so far.  It takes four years to train a trainer and to train 
each dog costs about £20,000 (so the £500 Project Purley donated 
would be enough to train Justin's left hind leg), but the value to each 
client in incalculable.

   The video Sandie showed us demonstrated the many tasks a dog 
can perform for a disabled owner.  These include opening and 
closing doors, help with dressing and undressing, barking to raise 
the alarm, collecting the post and newspaper, switching lights on 
and off, pressing pedestrian crossing buttons, carrying a shopping 
basket, picking up the telephone and even, as Lorna explained in 
Justin's case, having the ability to retrieve anything dropped, 
ranging from a 5 pence piece to a two-pint carton of milk.

   These are all things that most of us would take for granted, but for a 
disabled person, the support of a trained dog can change their life so 
that they can become more confident and assertive, and are not 
afraid to meet or speak to new people.  In the case of young children, 
the help provided by a dog can improve the child's speech as 
commands have to be clear and precise.  Co-ordination improves 
too, as the child plays and interacts with their dog.

   

Reviews of Meetings & Events 11

Dogs for the Disabled
thFriday, March 16  2007 was Red Nose Day, so it was appropriate that 

the guest speaker at the Project Purley meeting on that evening was 
Sandie Mathieson, a local fundraiser for the “Dogs for the Disabled” 
charity.  Sandie spoke following the completion of business at the 
Society's Annual General Meeting, and she was accompanied by 
Lorna Frewin and Lorna's beautiful black Labrador, Justin, who is a 
working dog for the disabled and, besides being a loving and faithful 
companion, helps Lorna in so many ways in her daily routine.

   The charity was already known to Project Purley members, as we 
raised £500 for its funds last summer with a theatre production and 
Sandie came to fill in many of the gaps in our knowledge about the 
organisation.  She explained that “Dogs for the Disabled” was 
started as recently as 1986 by Frances Hay, who had become disabled 
at 16.  Frances had a dog, Kim, who helped her to overcome some of 
her physical problems and also gave her much needed compan-

ionship and independence.  
The charity became fully 
recognised in 2000 and the 
money raised enabled a 
training centre to be built at 
Banbury.  The centre holds 
occasional open days, when 
the general public can make 
visits, if booked in advance, 
and see dogs and their clients 
and trainers at work.

    Training for each dog is 
reward based, with good 
behaviour always attracting 
praise and the animal's 
welfare is paramount.  So 
each dog has to be correctly 

Reviews of Meetings & Events
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days later. 

George had been in charge at Mapledurham for 31 years and this 
was the sixth occasion on which he had addressed our local history 
society.  As on previous visits, his talk meandered through the length 
and history of the River Thames in the same way that barges and 
pleasure craft have made a leisurely journey along the river in 
centuries past.  He explained that the Thames was originally used as 
a trade route for cargo, with horses and sometimes men hauling 
barges which contained wool, food, coal and hay.  Each village had a 
wharf, and millers built dams along the river to power their mills, a 
situation which frequently led to disputes between the bargemen 
and the millers, who lost time, money and power as the water levels 
had to be altered to allow the barges to progress.

thBarge traffic increased in the late 18  century as more and more 
canals were created, and this, coupled with the Industrial 
Revolution, meant that the first Mapledurham lock was opened in 
1777.  The Great Western Railway came to Reading in 1840, and 
although this led to a decline in the volume of barge traffic, there was 
an equivalent increase in the number of pleasure craft using the river, 
so Mapledurham lock remained an integral part of the life of the 
village.  Ferries were also popular for a time, as cargo and people had 
to be transported from one side of the river to the other, especially if 
the landowner on the opposite bank charged a cheaper rate for 
towing.  That first lock at Mapledurham was turf-sided, and had a 
major rebuild in 1908.  It was first powered by electricity rather than 
manually in 1956 and refurbished with steel instead of wooden gates 
during the 1980s.  The lock-keeper's house, which originally stood on 
the lock island, was rebuilt on the Purley side of the river in 1931, 
alongside the lock office.  More recent changes have seen the 
installation of a unisex toilet and a toilet for the disabled in 2007 and, 
unfortunately, the disappearance of the lock mileage sign, which 
blew down during the January gales.  The lock has to be dredged and 
the gates replaced every 10 to 15 years, and during the current 
building work taking place, George has felt isolated from the public 
due to the safety cages which surround his house and office.  A sad 

   The working life of a dog is ten to twelve years, after which some 
may be kept as pets as another dog is introduced to the home, or if 
that is not suitable, there is a long list of people willing to look after 
the dogs in their well deserved retirement.  The dogs need to be 
strong and tall, but their working life is carefully supervised and 
some are so skilled that they have won prizes in the working dogs 
category at Crufts Dog Show.  Despite the huge cost of training, the 
cost to each client of supplying a fully trained dog is just £1, signed 
over a stamp as a formal contract.

   Sandie and Lorna answered a number of questions from an 
admiring audience, but for most of us the star of the evening was 
Justin, who has been with Lorna for five years now.  Justin came 
from Bristol originally, but the charity now has its own breeding 
centre at Banbury and occasionally supplies puppies for that other 
well known charity, Guide Dogs for the Blind.  Justin dozed 
peacefully at Lorna's side throughout, except for an occasional 
opening of an eye or a wag of the tail when his name was mentioned.  
Lorna told us that he is so clever that she feels he can almost read her 
mind and the rapport between the two of them was quite delightful 
to see.

   Sandie had brought some literature to amplify her presentation 
and also set up a stall of items to sell to help raise funds.  She was a 
clear and confident speaker and, although this summer's production 
will support another good cause, it may well be that Project Purley 
and the “Dogs for the Disabled” charity will keep in touch.

                        David Downs
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A Working Life on the River

On an idyllic late spring evening of the kind which must be favoured 
by boating enthusiasts, a record attendance of fifty-three members 
and guests came to the Barn for the Project Purley meeting on Friday, 

thApril 20 .  The attraction was one of the last public appearances by 
the speaker, George Fielder, who was due to retire from his position 

thas lock-keeper at Mapledurham Lock on his 60  Birthday, just five 
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ending in some ways to his lengthy career.

After telling us about the lock itself, George showed a series of 
slides which illustrated the beauty of the river, including 
photographs of Sonning, Staines, Wallingford, Boulters Lock, 
Caversham Bridge in the days when it sported dozens of eel and fish 
traps, Henley Royal Regatta and, of course, Mapledurham Lock 
itself, pictured in 1924 when the then lock-keeper, Mr.Baldwin, won 
the prize for the best kept lock along the length of the Thames.

The final section of the talk gave us a fascinating insight into 
George's own career as a lock-keeper.  He explained to us that, even 
as a youngster, he loved boats and the river, but decided to train as a 
lock-keeper after he and his fiancée were stranded at Day's Lock 
when their boat broke down.  He had a long conversation with the 
keeper about the delights of the job and his mind and his fiancee's 
were made up.  He worked on locks in Oxfordshire for four years 
until his move to Mapledurham, and arrived  by boat of course  on a 

thfreezing cold morning on December 18  1975.  Employed firstly by 
Thames Conservancy and then Thames Water and more recently by 
the Environment Agency, he has maintained the lock-keeper's 
tradition of cultivating beautiful gardens and greenhouses.  He feels 
disappointed, however, that his successor may not have the same 
opportunity as the Agency now prefers the more functional statues, 
gravel and Astroturf.  In addition, the lock-keeper's smart blue 
uniform with brass buttons and peaked cap will be replaced on May 
1st with a green sweatshirt and trousers.

George's hours of work have always started officially at 9 a.m., 
though he has been on call at all hours in the event of an emergency.  
He has had to deal with bodies in the river and attempted suicides.  
Another serious incident occurred in 2003 when the Thames burst its 
banks, 30 houses were flooded and George's house was cut off for a 
week and he had to survive on bread and milk until he could wade to 
safety.  On a more positive note, he has been an active supporter of 
Swan Rescue for many years and one of the most enjoyable days in 
his calendar has been the third Thursday in July when the Swan 
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Uppers come to Mapledurham to count the Queen's swans.

In response to a series of questions from the audience, George 
recounted a couple of amusing incidents from his long career.  One 
was when he was woken at 2 a.m. to rescue a foreign visitor from the 
lock and had to change out of his loose pyjamas before doing so.  
Another came when his wife was sunbathing on the grass lawn 
alongside the lock and proved such a distraction to passing boat 
owners that she caused a collision between two adjacent craft, one of 
which carried Reading's Member of Parliament, Tony Durant.  After 
this occurrence, the long serving lock-keeper was told by his 
inspector that Mrs.Fielder should display her charms in a more 
secluded area!

George finished by saying that he loved every minute of his time 
at Mapledurham, even though he has had to deal with emergencies 
at unsocial hours, and public acclaim has honoured him with the 
inaugural Purley on Thames Villager of the Year Award.  He was 
thanked on the evening of his talk by Project Purley's Chairman, 
John Chapman, and Treasurer, Ben Viljoen who had also worked for 
Thames Water.  Ben said that “Mapledurham had always been 
known as a friendly and well managed lock.”  In conclusion, 
Chairman, John Chapman, presented George with a framed 

   

certificate conferring 
on him honorary 
m e m b e r s h i p  o f  
Project Purley.  The 
presentation was 
greeted with loud 
a n d  s u s t a i n e d  
applause.

George will retire 
to a village near 
Worthing in Sussex 

   where he will be able to enjoy a glass of white wine in the evenings 
and build model railway tracks in his garden.  He will be 
remembered with great affection by those of us who were lucky
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enough to know him, and his final visit to Project Purley proved 
beyond doubt that, in addition to his many other qualities, he is a 
most fluent and articulate speaker.                                                                       

                                                                                                David Downs

   

Wallingford Walkabout
thOn the evening of Friday, May 18 , a group of twenty intrepid 

members of Project Purley motored to Wallingford for the Society's 
annual walkabout.  The omens for an enjoyable outing were good as 
we arrived because (a) the rain had stopped and (b) car parking was 
free.

We met in Wallingford Museum where we paid our £3 and were 
greeted by Judy Dewe, who was to be our guide.  In a detailed 
introduction to our walk, she explained that the Museum building 
had been a medieval hall house, and was now staffed and run 
entirely by volunteers.  The town of Wallingford  the name means 
“ford for the Welsh or strangers” -  had been a large Saxon 
settlement, (described as the most important town in Berkshire in 
the Domesday Book), though the castle came later built in 1071 on 
the orders of William I.  He had realised the importance of the town 
when he and his army had crossed the Thames there as they moved 
westward from London.

The castle was later held by Richard, Earl of Cornwall, and was 
visited by Henry III, who was instrumental in granting Wallingford 
its charter.  The charter, granted in 1155, was bestowed on 
Wallingford not just because of the help given to a succession of 
kings but also because it was now one of the most important market 
towns in the South of England.  The population of the town had 
reached almost 3,000 by this time, but half of that number died 
during the Black Death plague.  Because the castle was close to the 
Court of Charles I, it became a Royal Castle during the Civil War, 
and it was Charles II who granted the final Royal Charter in 1663, as 
Wallingford became a viable market town once again.
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Now it was time for our group to leave the Museum and cross the 
busy road to the green opposite.  Judy explained that trenches had 
been dug here for rifle practice during World War One, but as 
recently as the 1950s the area had been used for grazing cattle.  We 
walked to the edge of the green to find the defensive ditch which 
circled the town, apparently containing enough water to form a 
moat and were told that Wells Brewery had also existed in this part 
of the town in the nineteenth century, as had a school.  Next we had 
to stagger to the top of the rampart fortifications, where an army of 
2,400 men had once been spaced at regular intervals to defend the 
town.

At this point our guide was struggling to make her voice heard 
above the song of a greenfinch perched at the top of an adjacent tall 
tree, so we descended to ground level and moved into Beansheaf 
Terrace, where the cottages still display their flush frame windows.  
From there we moved on to the site of the town's original iron 
foundry, started by the well-known Wilder family.  We were 
fortunate to meet the owner of the current property, who invited us 
into his courtyard, where he keeps much memorabilia from the old 
Fish Street Foundry.  The foundry stood opposite the 
slaughterhouse, where there were gaps in the brickwork to enable 
the terrible smells to escape as animals were killed.  Some of those 
animals might well have been the horses who were used to power 
the bellows in the foundry.

The Wilder family were entrepreneurs, and besides building farm 
machinery including steam ploughs which could do the work of ten 
men, they also began a bicycle-building business, and as cars became 
fashionable, bought and sold cars and also gave driving lessons.  
Their extended premises in Lower Wharf were visible from St.John's 
Green, from where we could also see the old Southgate Mill and 
granary, the Almshouses  still in use today  and the houses which 
had been demolished during the Civil War to provide clear 
sightlines for the defensive army, but which were rebuilt in the 
nineteenth century.

We continued to follow the route of the Saxon defensive ditch 
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down past the old malthouse towards the River Thames.  In former 
times, goods were brought to Lower Wharf at this point so that the 
boats and barges could avoid the multi-arched bridge, which in even 
more ancient days was the dividing line between the kingdoms of 
Wessex and Mercia.  The Thames was liable to flooding in this area, 
but sadly the plaque showing the 1894 flood mark had been prised 
away and stolen from the tunnel wall.

The walk back towards the town centre took us past St.Leonard's 
Church, which although it has a new Victorian tower, is thought to 
have been built 
as long ago as 
t h e  e l e v e n t h  
century and is 
Wal l ingford's  
oldest surviving 
p l a c e  o f  
worship.  Then 
we turned into 
Wood Street ,  
w h i c h  r u n s  
parallel to the 
T h a m e s ,  a n d  
were able to see 
a  number  o f  
buildings.  Riverside, a large family house now divided into flats 
was, from 1884 to 1907, the home of George Leslie, the celebrated 
water-colour artist.  Wallingford Rowing Club 's boathouse is here 
too, and so is the Cattle Market car park, whose previous use is 
obvious from its name.  Part of Wood Street near the quaintly named 
Fat Ox pub was known as the red light area of the town, and 
inebriated customers of the pub could pay to hang on a line 
overnight to save themselves from collapsing on the pavement.  
Wallingford was and still is famous for its malt, so it was no surprise 
to learn that, in the nineteenth century, there were more than fifty 
public houses in the town, many of them situated in the Market 
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Square, which was to be our next stopping point.

Mousey Lane was our conduit to the Square, and as we left Wood 
Street, we noticed the antiquated piping of the hydro-pneumatic 
sewerage system as well as the Walter Wilder street furniture.  He 
had set up in business in opposition to other members of the family 
and his mark is left on several streets as his firm designed and made 
the metal kerbs to the pavements.

Our party attracted even more inquiring looks from the local 
population as we stood in the Square, some of them pausing to pick 

u p  s n i p p e t s  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  
J u d y ' s  e x t e n s i v e  
knowledge.  She told us 
that Wallingford had no 
Lord of the Manor, nor 
many large houses, and 
was never a particularly 
rich town.  But in the 
Market Square it has a 
fine Town Hall dating 
from 1670 and a Corn 
Exchange built in 1856 
now in use as a cinema/theatre.  The Town Hall is emblazoned with 
the crests of The Royal Berkshire Regiment and RAF Benson, as both 
have been granted the Freedom of Wallingford and are entitled to 
march through the town with bayonets fixed, bands playing and 
flags flying.

The final stop in our walk was in front of the old Post Office, now 
converted into a restaurant.  The Post Office was completed in 1936 
and curiously the crest of Edward VIII above the entrance is 
surmounted by a crown.  Since his coronation never took place, the 
official opening of the building must have taken place between the 
dates of the death of George V and Edward's abdication.

Judy was warmly thanked by John Chapman as our walkabout 
came to an end.  She is an eloquent and knowledgeable speaker, 
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and professionalism of the company provided a superb evening's 
entertainment.  The play ended at 10 p.m., once again to rapturous 
applause and within an hour the actors had changed, packed away 
their equipment, said their goodbyes and driven off into the night, 
though not before they had promised to return next summer to 
present A Winter's Tale.

Project Purley's percentage of ticket sales, plus income from the 
raffle, donations and Catherine Sampson's refreshments table meant 
that we have raised a total of £750, and this sum will be donated this 
year to MacMillan Cancer Relief.  On behalf of Project Purley, I thank 
all those who helped to make the event the successful and enjoyable 
occasion it was.                                                                     David Downs

A review of the Rain or Shine's production of Twelfth Night appeared 
in The Stage and is reproduced below.  The review was written 
following the performance at Hergest Croft Gardens in 
Hertfordshire, one of the 55 dates the company will be filling during 
this summer's tour. 

Rain or Shine's al fresco production of Twelfth Night gets the Kington 
Festival off to a scintillating start in Hergest Croft's glorious gardens. The 
company's reputation for exuberant, inventive Shakespeare is well 
deserved. The choice of a Victorian Christmas scenario seems perversely 
incongruous, given the aborescent luxuriance of season and setting, but the 
Illyrian carol singers provide a captivating commentary on the play's action 
and title - Stille Nacht, hauntingly sung, is the cue for Orsino's “If music be 
…”. It is love that liberates a court frozen in conventional posturing. Only 
Malvolio remains imprisoned in self-love and vengeful bitterness - so why 
bring him back on for the final reconciliation scene?

The acting throughout is perceptive and persuasive. James Reynard's 
Orsino is no self-indulgent voluptuary - he carries authority with a genuine 
good grace, making instant sense of Viola's infatuation. Naomi Martin's 
Viola/Cesario is a delight: beautifully spoken, crackling with animation. In 
contrast , Pippa Meekings sacrifices far too much of Olivia's gravity and 
funereal dignity in the interests of frenetic tactility. But what really
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quite clearly in love with her subject.  We had been provided with a 
fascinating delve into Wallingford's history and I am sure I speak for 
most of our group  when I say we were motivated to make further 
excursions to this lovely Oxfordshire town.  If for no other reason, we 
might well wish to spend some time looking round the Wallingford 
Museum, of which Judy is the voluntary yet no doubt dedicated 
curator.                                                                                   David Downs 

Twelth Night at the Barn

The Rain or Shine Theatre Company visited Purley on Thames for 
ththe third time on Friday June 8 , on this occasion to perform 

Shakespeare's Twelfth Night.  The visit was organised by Project 
thPurley and at 10 a.m. on the morning of the 8 , Cliff and Jean Debney, 

John Chapman, Peter Perugia and David Downs met in The Barn to 
prepare the venue.  We spent a couple of hours setting out chairs and 
tables, then greeted the actors with tea, coffee and biscuits when they 
arrived at midday.

The company is totally self-contained so it was fascinating to 
watch their eight-strong party set up staging, lights, music and 
costumes, then apply their makeup and do their vocal warm-up 
before the 1.30 p.m. matinee performance.  This was for a group of 
one hundred girls and staff from Kendrick School who are studying 
the play as part of their GCSE literature syllabus.  They were joined 
by a handful of local residents who were unable to make the evening 
show.  The girls laughed in all the right places, adored Malvolio's 
languid frailty, clapped enthusiastically at the curtain, then left for 
their coaches following what their Head  of English called “a 
wonderful experience.”

Hazel and Mike King came down to The Barn at 4 p.m. to provide 
a much appreciated high tea for the actors, who were able to relax for 
a couple of hours before the evening performance.  The Barn's 
capacity of 140 had been sold out and, once again, the skill, timing 
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Buscot Outing

A select group of members visited Buscot Park on 15 June, meeting 
up first at the historic  Thameside Trout Inn for an enjoyable lunch.

Buscot Park was built between 1780 and 1783 for Edward Loveden 
Townsend. In 1859 his great-grandson sold the estate to an 
Australian tycoon, 
R o b e r t  T e r t i u s  
Campbell. He died 
i n  1 8 8 7  a f t e r  
spending a fortune 
turning Buscot into 
a  model  agric-
ultural estate.

 In 1889 Buscot 
was sold to a highly 
s u c c e s s f u l  c i t y   

financier, Alexander Henderson, later 1st Lord Faringdon and his 
descendants continue to live here. 

At Buscot Park we found exqusite gardens, including the 
spectacular water garden designed by Harold Peto and the four 
seasons walled garden created by the present Lord Faringdon, 

electrifies this production is the superb trio of reprobates - Nick Earnshaw's 
Toby, Susannah Tidy's Maria and Jamie Symons' Andrew - exploiting 
every textual nuance irresistibly, so much so that they (irritatingly, in this 
case) even upstage Malvolio in the gulling scene. I found Stephen Glover's 
Malvolio a touch two-dimensional - he does not quite manage the pathos or 
the vengeful savagery of Act V. A female Feste is an innovative piece of 
casting, as is Tidy's Sebastian. In both cases, breaking the gender mould 
brought some fascinating insights and fine ironies. 

An exhilarating and very intriguing evening. Catch it while you can for 
some real midsummer madness.
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which some of us managed to scamper round during a short break in 
the almost constant rainfall.

thWe were able to spend more time enjoying the late 18  century 
Italianate country house itself, which houses the Faringdon 
Collection…  an extraordinary array of paintings, furniture and 
objets d'art collected by the Farringdons over the years. In fact, the 
collection is still growing.

Highlights for me were the outstanding works by the pre-
Raphaelite artists Burne-Jones and Rossetti, including the 
remarkable Burne-Jones paintings depicting the Legend of the Briar 
Rose which dominate the saloon, but the collection also caters for 
more classical tastes with paintings by Rembrandt, Reynolds, 
Rubens, van Dyck and Murillo.

Buscot Park, which lies between Lechlade and Faringdon on the 
A417, has been part of the National Trust since 1956 and is well 
worth a visit. You can find out more at 

.

                                                                                               David Betts

http://www.buscot-
park.com/

Annual Barbecue
thFriday, 20  July will be remembered as the day the heavens opened 

and we were subjected to more than twelve hours of torrential rain.  
However, the forecast was for the rain to clear up by the evening and 
the decision was made not to cancel the barbecue despite frantic calls 
from members asking what was happening.

In the event, the rain did stop and the barbecue went ahead as 
planned.  Dorothy and Ben's garden looked wonderful having 
benefited from the damp summer and with Ben and John's expert 
cooking on the barbecues, we were well fed and had a very enjoyable 
evening.  The evening turned a little chilly so perhaps we didn't stay 
around chatting after dark as we have in the past, but everyone 
seemed to have had a really good time.

Our thanks go to Dorothy and Ben for allowing us to use their 
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 garden once again and to Ben and John for spending a good part of 
the evening slaving away over hot barbecues.  The only sad thing 
was that, because of flooding, Dorothy had been unable to get back to  
Highveldt after returning their little granddaughter to her home near 
Wantage.  You missed a treat Dorothy.                                    Ann Betts
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