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Three Glorious Queens

Part 1 - Queen Elizabeth I
John Chapman

In 2012 Queen Elizabeth II will be celebrating her Diamond Jubilee and Project
Purley will be putting on an exhibition to compare and contrast what life was like in
Purley during the reigns of three queens - Elizabeth I, Victoria and Elizabeth II. This
is the first of three articles to set the scenes.

Queen Elizabeth I was the daughter of King Henry VIII and Anne
Boleyn and she had been kept pretty well in seclusion after the
execution of her mother and during the reigns of her brother
Edward VI and sister Mary I. Her reign saw England change from a
mediaeval to an early modern society and develop as a world power
with an empire stretching around the globe.

When she came to the throne, in November 1558, the country
was racked with religious dissent having seen first Henry VIII make
the break with Rome, then Edward VI in the hands of ultra-protesta-
nts and finally Mary desperately trying to return England back to
the Catholic fold.  One of the first things that happened was a return
from Geneva of the ultra-protestants, among them was John Jewel
who became Bishop of Salisbury and, in 1563, deprived Richard
Gatskyll who had been Purley's Catholic rector, the first to be appoi-
nted by the Crown after the dissolution of the College of St Edmund.
Richard seems to have moved away well before he was deprived
and had leased the old rectory to William Stoning. Thomas Handc-
ock was instituted in his place but he lasted only a few months as
John Jewel did not regard him as protestant enough and replaced
him with Thomas Mountayne in August 1563.

Three more rectors saw out the rest of Elizabeth's reign; Richard
Boston 1566-1577, Thomas Stoning 1577-1585 (the son of William
Stoning) and Randall Wright 1585-1623. When Thomas Stoning died
his will was proved and an inventory made by Edward Comber, one
of the churchwardens. This inventory throws considerable light
onto the lifestyle of a typical Elizabethan cleric. Among his goods,
valued at £35/18/8 were a little Bible, a book of psalms, an old
gown and a cassock.
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His furniture consisted of a table and frame, a form, a square
table and a cupboard worth £1-6s. A chair and two stools were
valued at 2s. In the cupboard were three candlesticks, a basin and a
ewer, two salts, a platter, six saucers, four pewter dishes, three
pottengers and a dozen spoons valued at 16s. There was a heavy
table cloth for a round table, a cupboard cloth and a painted cloth to
hang on the wall together valued at 6s 8d. The fireplace had a
broche, a fire shovel, two pothangers with a pair of pothooks, a pair
of tongs and a gridiron at 8s. To prepare food there was a cleaver
and a chopping knife and for cooking a chaffing dish at 1s 4d, a
brass pot, three old kettles and two sellers worth 12s. The inventory
went on to list the contents of the bedrooms, the food stores and
barns and finally noted that he had a horse and a little cart, a cow
valued at £1 4s, eleven sheep, six pigs plus a goose, a gander and
assorted poultry.

Although there were enormous constitutional changes as Engl-
and moved from an absolute monarchy to the idea of a Council of
State, most of the changes made little impact on the lives of the
people of Purley. There were the three ancient manors, each inheri-
ted by a different sister of Nicholas Carew and now fallen under the
control of three different families: Purley Magna by the St John
family, Purley Parva by the Norreys family and La Hyde by the
Catholic Hydes who were later to build Purley Hall. Purley still had
its mediaeval open field system where the tenants cultivated their
strips of land and often had an acre or so of land around their
cottages. They had the right (or was it an obligation) to put their
cows onto the meadows to provide dung to fertilise them and they
still had to pay their tithes and customary dues to the church as well
as provide labour for their lords. It was a hard life but everyone got
enough food to eat, attended church on a Sunday and celebrated the
festivals as they came around. 

Houses would generally be little more than hovels with water
available from a well and no sanitation.  None of the Elizabethan
dwellings have survived although timbers from the Tudor Manor
House, built in 1540 can still be seen in Purley's Barn and the Tudor
barn remains at Westbury Farm
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It is doubtful whether anyone other than the rector was literate,
although a few could just sign their names. There are virtually no
records of the period, other than those of the bishops and nobility, so
we can only surmise what life was actually like. Practical skills were
passed down from father to son and mother to daughter. A book of
husbandry which went through several editions during Elizabeth's
reign set out very precisely what a rural wife was supposed to do
ranging from preparing meals for her husband to churning butter. A
few people would have carts and could make their way into the
market at Reading. 

Roads as we know them today were non-existent. Instead there
were routes which people either walked or rode down to reach
neighbouring villages. The way from Reading to Pangbourne was
different in that it was a 'Queen's Highway' and, from 1563, every
able bodied man in the parish was required  to provide six days of
eight hours a year to maintain it. This road was used by more
affluent people passing by, either on horseback, by carriage or cart
and occasionally a drover would take a herd of cows or a flock of
sheep on their way to market in Reading. The only lighting was by
tallow candle or a straw dipped in oil and time would be judged by
the height and position of the sun.

A few wills of the period survive and there are records of the
disputes over tenancy of the parsonage house. One of the wills, of
Ralph Wimbolt who died in 1605 records him as a blacksmith, with
an anvil, in the village; probably at the junction of the ways between
Reading and Pangbourne and from Theale to Hardwick (Long Lane)
There would have been other craftsmen who either made objects for
sale or sold their specialist labour, but the majority would have been
agricultural labourers working from sunrise to sunset either on their
own strips or working for their manorial lord.

There were several musters of the Militia during the period, In
1574 and 1585 in anticipation of an invasion by Spain and again in
1588 when the Armada was approaching, the final call out was in
1599. Each manor would be required to provide one or two men at
least although in 1599 Reading was required to provide 140.

Crime was a real problem. The suppression of the monasteries
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had left a large number of people destitute and they became vagabo-
nds robbing and pillaging almost anywhere. In 1576 the Poor Law
was passed which required parishes to collect materials which the
poor and indigent could use to make things for sale to maintain
themselves in a parish house. Penalties for crime were severe, rang-
ing from being pulled along behind a cart and whipped by passers
by or being confined in stocks and pillories to having hands or ears
cut off. The most severe punishments were for treason however. In
1570 Pope Pius V issued his infamous Bull declaring it the duty of all
Catholics to get rid of the Queen. This meant that every Catholic
now came under suspicion and, with a network of informers and
enforcers, they were accused and often tried, tortured and executed. 

One survival from the period is an embroidery now in the
Victoria and Albert Museum. This seems to have been part of the
hangings from the old manor house which had been replaced in
1540 and sewn together to form an altar covering. It depicted scenes
from Greek mythology and was in the church at least from 1551
when it was reported in a churchwardens' presentment until 1904
when the then rector declared it pagan and sold it.

Throughout her reign prices were reasonably stable and wages
were generally fixed by law; but between 1594 and 1597 there were
many failed harvests which pushed up food prices by 10% a year so,
with wages fixed, there was a great deal of hardship. Queen Elizab-
eth died, unmarried, in 1603 and with her passing came the Stuart
period and even more upheaval and civil conflict. 

An extract from the Tudor
embroidery sold to the
Victoria and Albert Museum
in 1904

V&A FJ2343)
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Purley School 1942-1945
Ian Nash

I was born in August 1937 at “Sinnington”, Glebe Road, the home of
my maternal grandparents George and Rose Reed.  My paternal
grandparents, Arthur and Agnes Nash lived at Scraces Farm cotta-
ges in Westbury Lane. Later, my parents moved into one of the new
council houses at number 14, Glebe Road, where my brother John
was born in January 1939.

My first memory of Purley village was when my mother took
me, at the age of five, to start at Purley School in September 1942.
The headmistress was dear old Mrs. Tidbury who lived at “Upper
Hyde” on the main road. Her husband Herbert had an electrical and
photography business in Pangbourne. There was a fish pond in the
front garden and she kept Guinea Fowl (gleanies) for eggs.  The
infants’ teacher was Mrs. Page, a younger lady, who lived in Park
Lane, Tilehurst and came by bus via Norcot Junction. When she left
she was replaced by Mrs. Butler who lived in Westbury Lane.

So I was carrying a line of father, uncles, aunts and cousins, both
Reeds and Nash’s who had attended the school.  According to the
punishment book my father and brother Fred were always in trou-
ble from when they started in late 1915 until finishing at 14 in the
early 1920s.

Looking at the school from the street, there was no gate in the
flint wall.  The first thing to catch your eye was the massive walnut
tree in the front playground. Here we would sit at playtime and
collect nuts in the autumn.

The girls’ cloakroom was to the left, the boys’ to the right. The
front, smaller classroom was the infants’ under Mrs. Page. The main
classroom under Mrs. Tidbury catered for the 6 to 7 year olds before
leaving for Pangbourne School at 8 years. The back playground was
officially for the girls but at that time we mixed.  The red brick toilet
block was divided in two and straddled the two playgrounds. They
were very basic, as was our new council house, with two wooden
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seats and buckets. Nearby a yew tree stood with a branch that could
be sat on and “ridden”, I suppose you would call it. The main room,
accessed from either of the cloakrooms, had a large coke-fired stove
enclosed by a guard to heat the large radiators, and rows of long
desks with folding seats.

Also in the room was a large mushroom, which I think was to do
with the brownies, sitting on a tall cupboard. On the wall was a
large print of a famous Civil War painting of a young boy being
asked “When did you last see your father?”

The infants’ room where I spent my first year always seemed
brighter, although it faced north. Here we had small tables and
chairs and, I think, a gas fire. Again there was a large coloured print
of a farm labourer’s family saying grace before their meal, with an
open door looking out onto a sunny landscape.

As well as children from Glebe Road, Purley Rise and Long
Lane, there were also those from the “camp”. These were families
who had come to live in their holiday bungalows to escape the
bombing in London. There were also evacuees who lived in “Kennel

Purley School soon after Ian left when a new extension had been opened. The boys
and girls 'facilities' are in the small building to the right.
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Gate” formerly “Belle Isle” and later to become “Trenthams” head
office.

It wasn’t long after starting school that my mother went into
Peppard Sanatorium with T.B. and I never saw her again, although
she did write me letters with drawings on the bottom of the page.
My younger brother John went to live with Gran and Granddad
Nash who had now retired and moved to Kentwood estate.  I went
back with Gran and Granddad Reed. 

In the infants we only used slates and chalk and I can remember
Mrs. Page reading Enid Blyton’s Sunny Stories in the afternoon. The
only thing to worry me in those early days was the visit by Nurse
Haslam, the district nurse, checking for head lice. I don’t remember
anyone being sent home. We were given a third of a pint bottle of
milk at morning break but had to go home for lunch as there were
no facilities for meals. 

From Glebe Road we normally walked over high bridge, down
the dump, past the tin sheds (barns) and into the village without
grown-ups. There weren’t many cars around and most of the farm
work was horse power, although some Fordson tractors were used.
On one occasion, one of Mr. Bucknell’s horses came galloping past
the school with just the cart dragging along, heading back to his
stable. It appears that the wagon, broken away from the shafts,
frightened him.  

During the build-up to the Normandy landings we had Canad-
ian army signallers running telephone cables through the village.
Another time we had American soldiers posted around the village.
It was a freezing cold morning and Mrs. Tidbury invited a young
soldier in for a warm. He told us he was hoping to be a teacher after
the war. I often think of him and whether he made it back home. 

In the autumn, a loud clanking could be heard in School Hill
and a steam traction engine would appear pulling a threshing kit,
water wagon and living van. On the way home we would watch the
men throwing the sheaths into the thresher driven by a long belt
connected to the traction engine. The corn being bagged into sacks
hung on the side of the thresher whilst the chaff and straw came out
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the bottom. The straw being “ricked” again. The older boys would
stand around with sticks waiting to kill the rats.

Being a church school, we had to attend church on certain days
and also do a scripture test in order to win the “Bishops Prize”, a
bible suitably inscribed and presented by the bishop himself. The
runners up were given a new testament by Mrs Tidbury. I still have
mine.

We also went out one day to pick bluebells in Purley Park
woods where we went through a tunnel under the main road,
coming back with bundles of flowers to take home. Not allowed
these days and quite rightly so. Another time we were told to bring
a spoon and, to our surprise, Mrs. Tidbury brought home-made ice
cream, the first I had ever tasted. 

During the harsh winter of 1944 the school was very cold and
every so often we would stamp around the room for five minutes or
so to get warm. In the end we had a few days off when the coke
stock ran out. One morning during that winter I arrived early and
stood outside crying with the cold when Mrs. Luker from Jasmine
cottage took me in, sat me by the fire and made me a cup of cocoa.
Our school milk was also frozen solid that winter and we would
scoop it out with a spoon.

One lunch time I was coming home with brother John and some
other children (Dad had married again in January 1945 so we were a
family again), when we passed one of the Italian prisoners of war
going back to the farm to fill his water bottle. He had left his brown
battledress jacket on the railway fence where he was working and I
hid it under hay cut by railwaymen on the bank. A little while later
an agitated Italian was seen coming down the road. Seeing me he
asks me where his jacket is. I, now being frightened, says I haven’t
seen it. My mother now comes out to join in and also the neighbo-
urs, in the end I own up and we all go back to retrieve his jacket. I
came home via the main road that evening but we were soon friends
again as the Italians liked talking to us kids. One of the last things
we did before leaving Purley school was to draw a set pastel landsc-
ape and frame it in glass to take home. The glass was old glass
negatives supplied by Mr Tidbury, that were soaked and the emuls-
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ion scraped off. I wonder what gems we destroyed. 

I left Purley School in July 1945 and joined the older children on
the coach run by Smiths of Reading to a rude awakening at Pangbo-
urne County Primary School.

Plans for the Diamond Jubilee
Catherine Sampson

The Queen came to the throne on 6 February 1952 and her coronat-
ion took place on 2nd June 1953.  She celebrated her Silver Jubilee
(25 years) in 1977 and her Golden Jubilee (50 years) is in 2002. The
only other British monarch to celebrate a Diamond Jubilee was
Queen Victoria in 1897.  

The Government has already announced that Monday 4th and
Tuesday 5th June 2012 will be additional bank holidays to allow four
days of celebrations to centre around an extended weekend on 2nd,
3rd, 4th and 5th June. 

Plans for our celebrations in Purley are already well underway
and all groups and societies have been encouraged to contribute
their ideas and suggestions.   Project Purley has agreed to put
together a special historical exhibition for two days during this
weekend.   The focus of our exhibition – fittingly will be - Purley in
the reign of the three great Queens: Queen Elizabeth I, Queen
Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II.

We would really like as many people as possible to get involved in
completing the very many jobs required to create a highly successful
exhibition.  No experience is required – just enthusiasm and a little
bit of time.   We’ll be asking for volunteers shortly – so please do put
your name down if you’re able to get involved….and do remember
to mark down the dates 2nd-5th June 2012 in your diary and keep
them free – there’s sure to be lots going on in Purley to help us
celebrate in style!
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MEETINGS REPORTS

Historic Buildings of Thatcham
Tony Higgott

Tony is a former curator of the West Berkshire Museum in Newbury
and has visited us several times in the past. He started his presentat-
ion with a potted history of Thatcham which is far far older than
Newbury, dating back to well before Roman times when it lay
astride the main road from Silchester to Cirencester (Calleva Atreba-
tum to Corinium for the purists) When Newbury market was establ-
ished in the 13th century it had the effect of drawing in development
away from Thatcham and as a result old buildings in Thatcham
tended to go through a cycle of decay and refurbishment rather than
demolition and replacement. The result is a rich heritage of old
buildings and features, often hidden behind more modern facades
and needing an expert eye to detect their presence.

He took us on a quick tour of the town centre to give us a feel for
the layout and where the old roads ran and described some of the
archaeological excavations from the 1920s to the present day which
have indicated that Thatcham is probably the oldest continuously
habitated place in England. Traces of settlement from around 7700
BC were discovered by Wymer in 1957 and further traces took us
through the middle and new stone ages, through bronze and iron to
Roman. What was particularly exciting was the discovery of iron
working long before it was supposed to have reached the area.

The Saxons built a Minster near the site of the present St Mary's
Church and the Normans had a chapel which went through stages
of being a school and an antiques centre but which is now being
turned into a museum/resource centre. In Norman times Thatcham
was the centre of Berkshire's second most important administrative
centre (after Windsor). He showed us how cruck arches still support
several modern buildings as well as more conventional mediaeval
constructions as in our barn. and gave us a graphic description of
how trade and agriculture shaped the town over the centuries illust-
rated by building features you might never had given a second
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glance at.

Finally he showed us the booklet he has produced as part of the
Thatcham Vision project and sold quite a few copies.

John Chapman

Chalgrove Visit
Friday, 13th may be unlucky for some, but this didn’t apply to the 38
members of Project Purley who set out on this date in May to drive
to Chalgrove in Oxfordshire.  This was the Society’s first outing of
2011 and consisted of a visit to Chalgrove Manor and St. Mary’s
Church (both Grade 1 listed buildings).

Because of the large number of society members on the trip, we
were divided into two groups.  I was in the first group which started
at the manor house whilst the second group went to look at the
church.  

We were greeted at the door by the owners of the manor house,
Rachel and Paul Jacques and dog, Hattie and,  after very welcome
cups of coffee and biscuits, we began our tour of the house and
garden.  

Chalgrove Manor House
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The house stands on the site of an earlier building, probably a
13th century moated manor house, and dendrochronology dating of
the beams suggests the present building was built in stages in the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.  There have been various modifica-
tions over the years until late in the 19th century when it was
partially rendered and much of the internal wood that was uncove-
red was clad.

Rachel and Paul brought their young family to live in the house
in 1977 and then spent the next 30 years restoring it.  During the
installation of central heating in the 1970s, wall paintings were
discovered and confirmed to be of national importance and the
removal of the rendering on the outside of the building revealed the
original timber framed house.  

After a walk through the garden looking at the outside of the
house, we entered the front door and were immediately shown an
oak screen on the left of the hall which is dated at c1240.  We were
guided through the rooms and marvelled at the restoration work
that has been carried out.  We learned of the archaeological dig in
1983 which uncovered several floor levels and unearthed the foot of

a caldron, some pottery and
part of a floor tile.  We also exa-
mined traces of early ochre
paint, but perhaps the most int-
eresting part of the tour was
when we were shown the roof
trusses and most of us even ven-
tured through the crawl space
into the roof of the hall.

After thanking Rachel and
Paul for making us so welcome
in their home, we set off to meet
up with the other members of
the Society for an excellent

left - the wall paintings in St Mary's
Church, Chalgrove
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lunch at the church-owned Red Lion pub.  Following lunch, while
the other group headed for the Manor, we were escorted to St.Mar-
y’s Church where church historian, Robert Heath-Whyte,  explained
the significance of the extraordinary fourteenth century wall painti-
ngs and interpreted the iconography of each drawing.  The painti-
ngs had been hidden under limewash since the Reformation and
only discovered during the restoration work in 1858.  Robert’s
research has taken him all over Europe and his talk was absorbing
and illuminating.  Unsurprisingly, the discovery of the wall painti-
ngs has ensured the church holds Grade  1 listed building status
with English Heritage. 

All too soon it was time to depart for Purley after a thoroughly
fascinating day out.  Our thanks go to Catherine Sampson for
organising such an excellent visit.   

Ann Betts

Highclere Visit
On Thursday, 7th July, members of Project Purley travelled to Ham-
pshire for a visit to Highclere Castle.  Prior to visiting the castle, we
met up at The Carnarvon  Arms for coffee and biscuits and then
continued the short distance to Highclere.

Records show that Highclere Castle stands on the site of an
earlier house, which in turn was built on the foundations of a
medieval palace owned by the Bishops of Winchester.  It has been
the home of the Carnarvon family since 1679, the most famous
member of which being the 5th Earl (George Herbert), who travelled
to Egypt over a period of years where he discovered and purchased
many Egyptian artefacts.  In 1907, as an enthusiastic amateur,  he
undertook to sponsor the excavation of nobles’ tombs in Deir el-
Bahri ; Howard Carter joined him as his assistant  and in 1914 he
received the concession to dig in the Valley of Kings.   It was in 1922
that they together opened the tomb of Tutankhamun exposing treas-
ure unsurpassed in the history of archaeology.  Sadly Lord Carnar-
von died in Cairo  on the 5th April 1923, but Howard Carter lived
for another sixteen years and he catalogued their finds.

Following the sale of the collection to pay death duties, a few
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“minor” items lay undiscovered until July 1987 when they were
discovered tucked into secret cupboards in a locked doorway betw-
een the drawing room and the smoking room.  These ancient Egypt-
ian artefacts had been excavated between 1907 and 1920.  Now
housed in a permanent exhibition at Highclere  the collection has
been augmented by statues and antiquities which had originally
been lent to The British Museum and Newbury Museum by the
Carnarvon family and have now been lent back.  The exhibition has
been laid out to include an antiquities room and a reconstruction of
a tomb with many replicas, including a copy of the coffin of Irtyru
c1500 BC discovered by Lord Carnarvon and Howard Carter in
1908. 

The 5th Earl also established The Highclere Stud in the late 19th
century and it was here that the 1930 Derby winner, Blenheim, was
bred.  The 7th Earl, who died in 2001, took over and modernised the
Stud in 1978 and was Racing Manager to HM the Queen.

In the First World War the castle was used as a hospital and, in

Highclere Castle
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the Second World War, it was a home for evacuee children, but it is
as the location for the ITV series, Downton Abbey, that it is now
widely known.  Members  toured the Egyptian exhibition after first
having looked round the castle, recognising rooms where scenes
from Downton Abbey were filmed and admiring the many fine
paintings.  The castle has obviously benefited greatly from the
filming which has enabled badly needed repairs to be carried out. 

In the afternoon members had the option to visit the nearby
Sandham Memorial Chapel in Burghclere which houses a series of
large-scale paintings by Stanley Spencer.  These were inspired by his
experiences as a First World War medical orderly and soldier. 

After a very enjoyable and interesting day out it was time to
head back to Purley.  Our thanks go to Catherine Sampson for
organising yet another excellent outing.                    

Ann Betts

Caversham Court Visit
To be honest I did not think this event would take place owing to all
the rain we were having, but go ahead it did and a goodly group of
hardy souls turned up on Friday 17th June for an event which
surprised almost everyone. Carolyn Jenkyns, the Reading Borough
Parks Manager had made a special trip to open the venue for us and
Ben Viljoen, who is one of the Friends of Caversham Court gave us a
conducted tour as well as a sheaf of notes.

There have been two major houses on this site but all that
remains are outlines of the rooms made of stone and brick and a
restored gazebo, or as Ben would prefer, a summer house, overlook-
ing the Thames and some wonderful gardens next to Caversham
Bridge on the north bank. Although I have lived in the area for
nearly 40 years and have passed the site many hundreds of times, I
had no idea that such a treasure existed. Despite the rain we were
able to relish the peace and tranquility of a beautiful park within
easy walking distance of the centre of Reading. Caversham became
part of Reading in 1911 and the site has been restored in time to help
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celebrate the centenary of this event.

We need to start back at Domesday when the manor of Cavers-
ham was granted to Walter Gifford, who became the First Earl of
Buckingham following the Norman Conquest. About 100 years later
his family donated the land to the Augustine Abbey of Notley who
built a Rectory which became the home of the Lay Rectors of Cavers-
ham. At the Dissolution the manor came into the hands of Christch-
urch College, Oxford.

In 1665 the Rectory was leased by John Loveday, a wealthy
London goldsmith. In September 1749 another John Loveday recor-
ded in his diary that he had seen  two ostriches strutting around
Purley, but could offer no explanation of their presence.

The lease moved to William Blackall Simonds in 1799. He was a
banker and brewer and one of his descendents who was also chair-
man of Simonds Brewery, designed the Maiwand Lion, the memor-

The Rectory shortly before its demolition in 1840
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ial to the 66th Regiment in Forbury Gardens. A new house was built
for the Simonds in 1840 which was renamed Caversham Court.

In 1931 the property was acquired by Reading Borough Council
who demolished the house and turned the site into a public park. In
2009 the park was refurbished and the gazebo restored with the help
of a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

John Chapman

The hardy souls

The Summer Barbeque
The Summer Barbeque was held on July 22nd at the home of Ben
and Dorothy Viljoen. It started out as a lovely evening but around
7.40 pm  the rains came. By this time cooking was underway and we
had laid out all the  delightful salads and desserts brought by our
members, so we decided to stick it out and dodge the raindrops. 

This year we did not have the large scouts tent but we were well
supplied with cover as we discovered more members with gazebos
so everyone was housed although some of the gazebos did leak a bit.

Numbers were down a bit on last year but there was plenty to
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eat and lots of good company to keep. Our thanks to Ben and
Dorothy  for their hospitality and to everyone who contributed
either with gazebos or food to making the event a great success

John Chapman

Before...

...and after the
rains
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The Bard In The Barn
“Much Ado About Nothing” is one of this summer’s most popular
and enjoyable productions.  Not only is it showing in London at
Wyndham’s and The Globe, it was also performed by the Rain or
Shine Company at The Barn on Friday, June 10th.

The eight-strong group of travelling actors arrived mid-morning
to find the large hall already set out with chairs and tables, so they
were able to build their stage, arrange props, set up lighting and
music, then arrange the costume rail.  The Year 8 girls from Kendr-
ick School arrived in two coach loads at 12 noon, picnicked on the
field, then filed into The Barn to watch the matinee beginning at
12.45 pm.

The afternoon audience consisted of 94 girls, six members of
staff, a handful of Purley residents who could not make the evening
show and two Chinese visitors who could appreciate the movement,
slapstick and comic timing if not all the nuances and intricacies of
Shakespeare’s language.

An appreciative audience departed just after 3 pm and the actors
changed out of costumes, removed make-up and rested for a few
hours before the evening performance.  Some slept, a couple went
into Pangbourne, one girl learnt her lines for an audition in the
following week, but at 5 pm they all enjoyed the tea which we
provided for them.

The crowd began to arrive at 7 pm for the evening show.  We were
not quite sold out this time and those who were unable to attend
missed a treat.  It was generally agreed that, while all Rain or Shine
productions are superb, this was the best yet.  The actors were of
course word perfect, their diction and enunciation as clear as the
proverbial bell and their stage movement precise and energetic yet
economical in the small space in which they had to operate.  A
particular and humorous delight this year was that Benedick,
played by director James Reynard, delivered several of his lines

whilst sitting amidst the audience.  But it was Dogberry, played by
Tom McCarron, a Rain or Shine debutant, and the members of the
Nightwatch, who stole the show with their comic routines during
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the second part of the play.  I am sure the cast as well as the audience
were grateful that the action was taking place at an indoor venue
rather than outdoors where the rain was hammering down incessan-
tly.

The evening performance concluded to loud and prolonged clapp-
ing at 10.15 pm and the crowd exited to a rain swept car park.  The
actors meanwhile set about dismantling their stage, packing away
costumes and props, taking down lights and somehow putting
everything into the transit van and car that makes them a travelling
band of players.  Their tour goes as far north as Carlisle this year,
and they play a total of 68 venues in just over three months.  They
will return to The Barn on Friday, December 2nd for an Old Tyme
Music Hall, and next summer will re-appear in Purley on Friday,
July 6th, a date later than usual to avoid clashing with the Diamond
Jubilee celebrations in the village.

I express my thanks to all those members of Project Purley who
helped with the arrangements for the day – to Ben, Cliff, David, John
and Peter who set out the comfortable new chairs in the morning;  to
Jean who made tea for everyone;  to Catherine for organising the
refreshments and to her, Ann, Angela, Lee and Pam who staffed the
bar, and to all those who bought tickets and supported the event.
You will be pleased to know that such a fun day has produced a
profit of £600 which Project Purley will be donating to the Purley on
Thames Diamond Jubilee Fund.                

David Downs

Biography - Dudley Cecil Aldin
Dudley Cecil Aldin was born in 1897 the only son of Cecil Aldin and
Marguerite Dorothy Morris. Shortly after his birth his parents
moved to Priory Road in Chiswick. They moved in 1904 to Southfie-
lds at Henley on Thames which is now the site of Henley Post Office.

He must have moved to Purley with his father when he became
Secretary and later Master of the South Berks Hunt and lived at The
Kennels (now Belleisle). He joined the army during the First World
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War and became a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers. He
was a member of the 105th Field Company and had spent six
months in France when he was killed in action on Vimy Ridge 15th
May 1916.

His company was attached to the 74th Brigade, 25th Division
and was working with detachments of the 11th Lancashire Fusiliers
and 9th Loyal North Lancs Regiment. One of their key duties was
tunnelling to extend the British trench system towards the enemy
lines by linking up bomb craters and consolidating the lips of trenc-
hes after bombardments. 

Bomb craters were often created by placing mines just in front of
the line and then detonating them. These were known as Crosbie
craters after Lt Col J D Crosbie who was temporarily in command of
the 74th Brigade. At 8.30 pm on the night of May 15th five of these
were created in the Berthonval sector. The Germans retaliated by a
heavy bombardment of the British trenches and that night 14 officers
and 93 other ranks were killed in the sector, among them Dudley
Aldin. Two nights before he had been mentioned in reports as
having 'organised and directed work under heavy fire'. He is buried
at the Ecoivres Military Cemetary, Mont St Eloy, France 

His death was a terrible shock to his father who had great
difficulty in even mentioning his son. He and his father had been so
close that his death left a terrible gap which could never be bridged.

John Chapman

Update on the Deeds of Purley Magna
Jean Debney

Since April we have made considerable progress on transcribing
more than 40 documents out of over 100.  To assist in this marathon
task, Cliff and I have been joined by Marjorie Butler, Rita Denman
and Clive Killick.

We have transcribed most of the first 37 documents (catalogued
in 2 bundles) dating from 1677 to 1822 and relate to a property called
Greens.  This is named after William Green (died  1620) and his son
Humfrey (died 1664). 
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The description of the messuage (house) and land suggests the
property formed a wide strip running north from the Reading Road
down the hill to Purley Village and west of New Hill (not opened
until c1800 when Purley Park was enclosed).  Cut in half by the
Great Western Railway in 1840, the north portion corresponds with
Home Farm, now Farm Close, and the southern portion the east end
of Westridge Avenue. 

This series of documents will enable us to establish its history
and that of several other families in Purley, Battersea then in Surrey
and elsewhere.  These include a mortgage of Greens and other
property in Tilehurst by Anthony Gilbert Storer, Esq of Purley Park
for £10,000 in 1814.

We have also made a start on bundle 3, 1684 to 1781, which
relate to the Manor of Purley Magna, later known as Purley Park
with its mansion house which survives today.  Purley Magna was
then held by the St John family of Battersea, Surrey (now south
London) and Lydiard Tregoze, Wiltshire.  Early findings include the
sale of horses etc. to cover gambling debts by errant sons and then
the loss of the Manor to Robert Mackreth for a gambling debt in
1781.

Some data links with documents already in the archive and a
further study of these will result in more information of the history
of Purley.

If there is anyone who can help us with this exciting project we
would love to welcome you to our currently small group.  My
contact details are inside the back cover

Heritage Open Days 8th to 11th September
Catherine Sampson

Heritage Open Days celebrate England’s architecture by allowing
visitors free access to properties that are either not usually open or
would normally charge an entrance fee.   Last year the event attrac-
ted around one million visitors and once again this year hundreds of
properties across England will be either opening or offering special
events over this long weekend.  In Berkshire, at time of writing, over
forty-four properties had announced their participation in the



scheme and more are being updated to the website daily. 

In Reading attractions include: the Grade II listed Keep at Brock
Barracks, Greyfriars Church which this year celebrates its 700th
anniversary, the Royal Berkshire Medical Museum and behind-the-
scenes tours at Berkshire Record Office. The Tadley Concert Band
will be performing on the Sunday afternoon in the bandstand in
Forbury Gardens and visitors are encouraged to bring a picnic
whilst they enjoy the performance.  

Further afield Hughenden Manor, near High Wycombe, the
country residence of Benjamin Disraeli will be opening its doors as
will Winchester College, believed to be the oldest continuously
running school in England.  Amongst the more unusual attractions:
the chance to go beneath the waterline of HMS Victory at Portsmo-
uth.  For full details of events and opening times, check out the
website: http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk

    

Nature Notes
Rita Denman

When my busband Ron's Company relocated to Reading it was a
completely unknown area to us, so it was pure chance that brought
us to Purley in 1975. Little did I know the wonderful surprise of
Purley's history and the glorious area of natural beauty that awaited
me. After 35 years this wonder is still with me. I may not travel very
far afield for my nature observations but I hope to share with you
the endless interest and beauty here on my patch that stirs the
emotions.

I follow a line of meticulous nature observations which have
been recorded for Project Purley. In the early days by the fondly
remembered late Barbara Mercer, by Michael King and recently by
Jean and Cliff Debney. Many thanks to them for bringing their lively
writing to the Journal. I hope that I can maintain the standard they
have set. 

MAY
The early part of the year brought dry weather which continued into
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May. Strong drying easterly winds stripped the trees of new leaves.
The meadow grasses grew apace and with it the meadow flowers.
Early in the season predominantly red clover, vetch and daisies, but
I have recorded at least 30 wild flowers. The hedge parsley billowed
in white clouds along the field edges a herald of approaching summ-
ertime and the thought of lazy days and balmy evenings spent out of
doors. My new dessert cherry trees were in blossom with the prom-
ise of a small harvest.

May 12th Thankfully the wind abated and there were two welc-
ome nights of rain but not nearly enough for the parched ground .
Tim Metcalf at Home Farm was concerned about the winter sown
wheat, as were farmers around the country. The spring sown barley
had germinated but was not growing. The glory at bluebell time in
Sulham woods and other places on our doorstep was especially
glorious this year. The garden flowers were all ahead of time. spring
garden flowers were over and replaced by peonies and cultivated
poppies. Roses began to flower at the end of May.

May 20th . A walk round the meadow at dusk was pure delight
with the grasses coming to their peak and the cuckoo calling. A few
showers refreshed the trees but there was no significant rain. By day
the birdsong was overwhelming. Numerous small blue butterflies
among the buttercups made a memorable sight.

May 27th. In this week the two month period of sun and dry
weather came to an end. Hosts of damsel flies ensured that there
continued to be flashes of red and electric blue over the garden
pond. The last day of May went out in beauty with a glorious sunset,
red kites performing an aerial ballet and the cuckoo calling.

JUNE
June came in equally beautifully with the great globe of the sun
rising behind the trees casting a pink tint over the landscape contras-
ting with an intense blue sky, while a mist hung along the river
valley. The still air was again filled with birdsong.

June 10th Following the warm sunny weather earlier in the year
the spring bank holiday was disappointing. In the recent past there
have been many hot air balloons sailing along the river line west to
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east but have now reduced to only a few. Unusually they have been
sailing from east to west – maybe an indication of changing weather
patterns. I spotted muntjac deer in the meadow although the grasses
are now high enough to hide them from view

June 17th I first identified a garden tiger moth last summer. This
year there is an increase in these day time flying moths. At first sight
they appear to be a dull brown until they show the underwings
which transform them into a scarlet beauty. Bands of rain with
intervals of sun crossed the area. Tim at Home Farm gathered the
hay harvest. The sight of the loaded wagons coming through the
village bringing the harvest home evokes deep connections to the
land. The grasshopper chorus in the meadow gathered momentum
and the skylark song was a joy although the sky was often overcast.

JULY
Mid summer has come and gone. How fast the year is passing. On a
beautiful Sunday morning I took a stroll around the meadow. There
was a heavy dew underfoot. The nutty aroma of the ripening grasses
filled the air. There were a few 'mares tail' clouds in an otherwise
blue and cloudless sky. The still air carried the sound of the bells of
St Mary's across the meadows. All in all it was a perfect English
Sunday morning. Following temperatures of 30 degrees plus, on
Sunday and Monday, Tuesday morning brought a welcome cool
breeze which made the curtains billow into the room. There have
been many butterflies over the high meadow grasses and I was
pleased to see a number of marbled whites among the more usual
species. We tend to think of grass as, well just grass, but there are so
many kinds and beautiful in their own way with such delicate
colours and forms.  Even the stalks are different colours. The flower
on the cherry trees which showed promise of a harvest, developed
into about a bowlful of fruit which sadly for me was eaten by the
magpies. On warm balmy evenings the bats were out in numbers
but it is impossible to follow their flight as they appear and disapp-
ear around the trees.

July 8th   There was a pattern of weather for a few weeks of two
or three days sun and warmth followed by torrential rain and
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lowered temperatures and at times it was a problem to know what
to wear for comfort. The result in the garden was  fast luxurious
growth and it was difficult to keep up with the mowing, staking and
tying. From my windows I have the pleasure of seeing an example
of the typical patchwork of English fields. The golden yellow of the
wheat and barley fields, a vivid green pasture field and my little
multi coloured meadow all set off by the dark green tree line and the
hills beyond. One never knows what wind borne seed will germin-
ate in the garden and some evening primrose suddenly appeared at
the top of the drive. The red kite chicks were venturing from the nest
in constant voice contact with the parent birds and very noisy.

July 15th  A very busy week in the meadow. Two grandsons
came to cut the hay. The weather conditions were ideal, dry but not
too hot. The success of the meadow became more and more evident
as spiders, bugs and insects were disturbed.  There were many kinds
of ladybird and grass hoppers jumping at every footfall. It was sad
to see all the pretty grasses cut down but it had all done its work and
the next phase must begin.

July 22nd The weather continued to be variable. The falling
keys/seeds from the lime tree at the school were swept into brown
drifts by the wind. After the excitement of the last few months
watching everything grow and the wild flowers appear, the
meadow seemed desolate and empty but cutting the grass revealed
many ants nests and the birds made the most of this feast. The bees
and hover flies loved the teasle heads. With the meadow grass cut
there was time for some relaxation and a picnic meal in the summer
house seemed just the ticket. A muntjac deer suddenly appeared
from nowhere oblivious to human presence, trotted round the field
and disappeared behind the summerhouse.

29th July   There will be a good harvest of crab apples, wild
plums, rowan, hawthorne, hazel nuts and sloes to encourage the
wild life which is what my little meadow is all about. 
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