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The Purley Park Boathouse
Catherine Sampson

For thousands of years communities living besides rivers, lakes and
seas have constructed enclosures to shelter their boat or boats.  The
vast majority of these boathouses were modest utilitarian structures
situated in sheltered waters with good access to both land and
water.  Often of wood, once rotted they were simply replaced with a
new structure on the same spot.  Thus continuous reuse of a site is
very common with boathouses. 

The construction of boathouses for leisure craft became fashion-
able by the late eighteenth-century and reached its peak of popular-
ity in the mid to late nineteenth-century, reflecting the growth in the
use of rivers for leisure activity and pursuits.  To some extent
Henley’s regatta typifies this pattern. The regatta first began in 1839
and reached its peak from about 1870 to the First World War.   Each
year, the river at Henley during regatta-week was crowded with
pleasure boats and in 1885 there were said to be more than 100
houseboats and nearly 1,500 rowing boats of various types.  Such
was the attraction of boating.  

Whilst many Victorian boathouses have been demolished, a
significant number
remain, some owing
their survival to their
adaptation to a new
purpose.   Some are now
pubs and restaurants
whilst at Virginia Water,
in Windsor Great Park,
Alex Cochrane Archite-
cts have transformed the
former boathouse and
Royal Boat Keeper’s lod-
gings into a designer
bijou retreat for two
people.  The ground
floor maintains its purp-

This extract from the 1920 Sales Catalogue shows the
location of the Boathouse

   3 

  



ose of housing boats,
with two large timber
doors opening outw-
ards onto the lake,
whilst the top floor
has been converted
into open-plan acco-
mmodation.  The
National Trust has
also stepped in to
save a few, including
Greenway House’s
late-eighteenth cent-

ury boathouse on the banks of the River Dart in Devon.  The current
boathouse probably stands on the site of at least one earlier version
owned together with the main house by a stepbrother of Sir Walter
Raleigh.  Local legend has it that this early boathouse was the scene
of the famous water-dowsing story in which Raleigh, relaxing with a
pipe whilst on a visit, had water thrown over him by a servant who
thought he was on fire.   Its replacement also has a colourful history,
being the fictional setting for the murder of Marlene Tucker in Dead
Man’s Folly by its then owner Agatha Christie.

As far as we can tell Purley has been the site of at least two
boathouses in recent times, each connected to one of the two major
houses in the village.  Purley Hall’s boathouse, a simple wooden
structure which stands on the edge of its lake and within the grou-
nds of the Hall, is sufficiently large to accommodate just the one
skiff or similarly sized boat.  The lake is now largely ornamental
with sweeping tracts of water lilies and other plant matter and the
boat house has probably remained empty and unused for some
years.  In contrast Purley Park’s boathouse was constructed on the
banks of the Thames, close to the Church and on the edge of the
sweeping parkland estate which ran from the mansion house on the
hill down to the water’s edge.  Just a short distance away and
undoubtedly obscured by trees stood the southern mooring point of
the Thames Commissioners’ ferry which carried both horses and

The Boathouse in 1920
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passengers back and
forth over the river
between the north
and south bank foot-
paths.  

Documentary evide-
nce for Purley Park’s
boathouse is almost
non-existent.  The
construction of a boa-
thouse near to the
church had been sug-
gested by Humphrey
Repton in the 1790s
but his plans to rede-
velop the Purley Magna estate were never implemented and it was
probably at least another fifty years before one was finally construc-
ted.  The first mention of the boathouse is on the first ordnance
survey of the village, published in 1887 but surveyed sometime
between 1867 and 1878.  The mansion house of Purley Park, which
stands to the south-west, was the family home at this time of Major
Anthony Morris Storer and his wife Cicely who married in 1860.  It
is possible therefore that the boathouse dates from the early years of
their marriage or perhaps even just before it as Major Storer made
his property fit for his bride.  The Thames was increasingly used for
leisure purposes after 1850 and several photographs in the Storer’s
private albums evidence that the family and their guests enjoyed
boating, and also swimming in the lock.  

The boathouse was sufficiently large to accommodate at least
four boats, maybe more.  Alongside it were landing steps with
several mooring points alongside the bank.  The Storers from time to
time hosted large events at Purley Park and this landing area would
allow considerable numbers of attendees to arrive and depart by
river.  Usually this passed without incident but a summer excursion
of the Reading Habitation of the Primrose League in 1895 proved
less fortunate.  Two steam launches together with an electric launch

The Boathouse in 2011 showing the extensions
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had brought around 800 guests to Purley Park where by all accounts
they passed an enjoyable afternoon.   As guests boarded the boats
for the return journey however, overcrowding on the gangplank
caused it to topple into the river taking with it four or five unfortun-
ate individuals who ended up thoroughly dunked in their Sunday
finest.     

By at least the early 1900s the boathouse was connected in part to
Purley Park Mansion by a Yew Walk which also took in the church.
It can be seen on maps of this time between the churchyard and the
tunnel which runs under the railway line and allowed the  Storers
improved access to their estate after its bisecting by the GWR line.  

At the sale of Purley Park in 1920 the boathouse formed part of
lot 1 which also included Purley Park house together with its stab-
les, gardens etc, the timbered park, two riverside meadows, the
kitchen garden and cottage.  Together with its grounds the boatho-
use was described as occupying .745 acres in total and was described
as ‘picturesque’.   No further description was given although it did
however sufficiently attract the attention of the auctioneers to merit
a photograph – sadly badly preserved but it does give us a hint of its
beauty. 

In the subsequent auctions of parts of the Purley Park estate
which followed, the boat house and its surrounding land was sold
separately to the main house and eventually purchased by Dudley
James Unwin who occupied the estate's former gardener’s cottage.
During these years the boathouse remained in its original use until
1958 when the building and its land was sold to John and Kathleen
(Kay) Belladori who sealed the dock, removed the wooden doors
and converted the property to residential use.  Either at this time or
shortly afterwards the roof-space of the boathouse was partitioned
off with a ceiling to create a separate loft-space.  Initially the prope-
rty was let but the Belladoris soon moved in and in the 1960s added
a series of low-level buildings to abut the boathouse.   At this time
the boathouse’s windows were repositioned and probably the origi-
nal weather boards, which appear white-washed on the 1920s phot-
ograph, were replaced.   

In subsequent years the property, being on a flood plain, suffe-
red repeatedly from flooding and the Belladoris were regularly
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forced to vacate whilst the waters receded and the property dried
out.  Eventually in 2008 the widowed Kay Belladori sold up and in
2011 the new owners David and Sue Bristoe applied for planning
permission to replace the bungalow with a three storey building
with residential areas above the 1947 flood level.   The initial hope
was that the original boathouse could be incorporated into the
design of the new building but this became impractical after surveys
identified extensive structural damage to the river bank.   In the
planning consultation process which followed, whilst West Berkshi-
re’s archaeological officer, Duncan Coe, assessed the property as a
heritage asset under the terms defined in PPS5, he found that “its
form and function have been compromised by its conversion to
residential usage and its historic setting destroyed by residential
development.”  He did however argue “that The Boathouse is of
local and possibly wider historic significance, and is an important
element in the historic environment of the district.”

Purley’s only Thameside boathouse came to the end of its jour-
ney in June of this year when it was demolished to make way for the
new house.  It had been last inhabited in late 2012 when flooding
once again forced the property to be abandoned. A number of the
boathouse’s architectural features and fittings were due to be salva-
ged during the demolition process including the decorative tiles
from the front elevation and the roof trusses onto which boats were
suspended.  It is planned that these will be incorporated into the
new house.  The Boathouse name also survives.  Construction work
is now well underway for the new house and to date builders have
made one interesting discovery to add to the story of the boathouse
– a rim fragment from a salt-glazed stoneware ink pot made by
George Skey of Wilnecote Works, Tamworth.  Skey‘s ceramic works
were in operation from 1860 to the 1930s and it would be nice to
think that one of the Storer family or their guests sat down by the
boathouse to compose a letter or produce a pen and ink drawing of
the river using ink from this bottle.  

During 2011 and 2012 the architectural features of the boathouse
were photographed to record them for posterity and these images
have been donated to Project Purley’s archive. Sadly though, anot-
her element of the sumptuous gentleman’s estate which was Purley
Park has now disappeared. 
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Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting ReportsReportsReportsReports

The Project Purley Archive
We had to cancel the January meeting of Project Purley because of
the weather but, in response to many requests, we rescheduled it for
May 3rd when Catherine Sampson and John Chapman told us about
our growing archive. Catherine spoke on how the archive had come
about and the sort of things in it. She put out onto tables a few
examples of what the archive contains which was avidly scanned by
most of the members.

John spoke mainly about the way the archive is catalogued and
indexed and showed some examples of the index that is posted on
our website (www.project-purley.eu). He pointed out how little of
what we have has been catalogued so far and appealed for some
members to have a look at the boxes of donated material and  do a
bit of describing of items on a computer.

left

Catherine Sampson and
Peter Bean looking at some
of the documents from the
archive

right

Members of Project Purley
immersed in material from the

archive
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Visit to Bletchley Park
Project Purley’s summer season of outings and events kicked off on
May 16th with a trip to Bletchley Park, home of the codebreakers
during World War Two.  After a welcoming tea and coffee in the
Mansion house, our guide Dennis began our tour in hut 12 with an
introduction to the park and its wartime work before taking us on a
tour of the site. We learnt of the significance of the First World War
in influencing the growth of more sophisticated signalling intellige-
nce and of the development of the supposedly impenetrable Enigma
deciphering and encoding machine by the Germans.  Its complexity
was such that the chances of someone being able to determine the
critical three letters of the rota setting were 158 million, million,
million to one.  Settings were changed daily at midnight and as an
additional precaution each part of the German military world had
its own code book determining their settings.  

Bletchley Park and its 55 acres of land and lake were purchased
by the British Government in 1938 for the princely sum of £6,000. It
was in a quiet rural location with good trains links to London and
the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge and importantly was
close to an existing signal booster site.  All of this allowed Bletchley’s
wartime activity
to remain secret
from the Germ-
ans throughout
the war and it
was only in 1974
when Frederick
Winterbotham
wrote a book
about its wart-
ime achieveme-
nts that its secr-
ets were first
revealed.

This memorial to the Poles reminds us of the tremendous
contribution they made to the success of the code-breaking
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As war loomed
the first wooden
huts were built at
Bletchley and com-
munication chann-
els established.
Later as demand
rose further blocks
of steel, brick and
concrete construct-
ion were added,
enabling Bletchley
to employ over
4,500 workers at its

height of operations, three-quarters of them female. 

In July 1939, aware that their country would soon be invaded,
Polish mathematicians handed over copies of all of their work on
breaking Enigma to the British and French.  It proved invaluable
and led to the development of the Bombe machine which considera-
bly reduced the time it took to break the daily codes from six weeks
to days. A memorial to these mathematicians now stands next to the
stable block.  Further machines followed although all still relied
heavily on human calculation until the development of Colossus,
the first electronic digital machine with programmability.  Block H,
home of Colossus 9, now houses the rebuilt Mark II Colossus, the

product of fifteen years of
labour using scraps of dia-
grams, old pictures and
half-forgotten memories. 

After lunch there was
time to explore independe-
ntly. Colossus has its own
museum alongside the
National Museum of Com-
puting in Block H, whilst
Block B contains the Bletc-
hley Park Museum which
boasts the largest collect-Reconstruction of Alan Turing's Office

The Project Purley group in front of the stables
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ion of Enigma machines on public display in the world.  Several huts
have been restored including hut 8 with its reconstruction of Alan
Turing’s office and displays on the use of homing pigeons during
the war.  It is the human story that shines through most though.
Familiar names such as John Tiltman, Dilly Knox, Hugh Foss and
Frank Birch are at the heart of many stories, whilst nineteen year old
Mavis Lever is accredited with cracking the Italian Navy Code
which led within a year to the crippling of the Italian navy at the
Battle of Cape Matapan.  Displays to Lieutenant Tony Fasson and
Able Seaman Colin Grazier G.C. tell how they lost their lives retriev-
ing the Enigma codebook from the U-boat U-559 along with NAAFI
assistant Tommy Brown.  And even the six year old twin daughters
of works manager Mr Budd, one of only two families to live on site,
are remembered. They had their own passes to enter and leave
Bletchley and despite their tender age were still required to sign the
Official Secrets Act.

It was good to visit Bletchley before its £20 million restoration
programme really gets underway but returning in the future seems
inevitable.  Thanks to Val Jones for organising such an excellent trip.

Catherine Sampson

The Summer BBQ
On the evening of Friday, 21st June the Society held its annual
barbecue at the home of Dorothy and Ben Viljoen in Beech Road.

Prior to the start of proceedings, some of us took a quick look at
the beautiful garden
Ben has created and
which opens each year
under the yellow book
scheme.

Although the weat-
her had been unsettled
of late, we were fortun-

One of the great pleasures of
our Barbecues is the

opportunity for relaxed talk
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ate enough to enjoy the
first dry barbecue for
some years.  The thirty-
nine members and guests
soon tucked into the
melon starters, followed
by sausages, burgers and
chicken accompanied by
a wonderful selection of
salads which had been

supplied by our members.
Then came the mouth wat-
ering desserts to round off
an excellent meal.

No one appeared to want to go home and the chatter and
laughter continued until the light began to fade on this, the longest
day and Ben put lighted candles on each table.  Eventually, before
everyone began to drift away, our Chairman, Catherine Sampson,
thanked our hosts for once again welcoming us to their home, the
chefs (John Chapman and Ben) for serving up a beautifully cooked
meal and everyone who had helped on the day.

Visit to East Hendred
On a glorious sunny July day a large group of Project Purley

members visited the village of East Hendred. We were met by our
enthusiastic guide Norman who directed us up the drive of Hend-
red House where we were welcomed into the Great Hall by Edward
Eyston. 

Whilst coffee was served by Alison Eyston, Edward started to
tell us about the history of the family and house – that Hendred
House is the Manor House of Arches, so named after the family who
owned it in the 14th century. In the 12th century it was owned by the
Turbervilles, a branch of the famous Dorset family from whom the
Eystons are descended and have lived in the house since the mid
15th century.

John Chapman in cooking mode

  12   THE PROJECT PURLEY JOURNAL

  



Edward explained the original fireplace in the Hall would have
been in the centre of the floor, the smoke leaving by a hole in the roof
and blackening the timbers. The present fine fireplace with a moul-
ded four centre arch and panelled frieze was put in in the 15th
century. The 13th century walls were wattle and daub with timber
frames and two of the original windows could still be seen. He drew
our attention to the high pitched Hammer-beam roof believed to be
a 15th century modification.

He told us the Chapel at the South East corner of the house was
authorised by Pope Alexander IV in 1256 when the manor house
was built. The family members were recusants. During the Reforma-
tion when the Catholic mass was deemed a capital offence the
chapel balcony was walled off and for at least a hundred and fifty
years it was used as a secret chapel where mass would have been
said. The main part was disguised as a wood shed. 

The family have other relics of those sad times – the drinking
cup of their kinsman Sir Thomas More and the staff of Bishop John
Fisher on which he leant on his way to the scaffold.

On a lighter note Edward mentioned former local residents, Roy
Jenkins the politician, Charles Eyston a 17th century antiquarian and
Captain George Eyston who held the world land speed record

Members of
Project

Purley in the
hall of East
Hendred
House
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during the 1930s.

After a brief look at the garden, Norman took us to the parish
church of St.Augustine dating from the 12th century. Externally the
most striking feature is the perpendicular Gothic West Tower displ-
aying the “put-log” holes where the builders had put their log
scaffolding.

Inside the tower is a rare working example of a 16th century
faceless clock which as well as chiming and striking, plays the
Angel’s Hymn every three hours. It was made in 1525 and is wound
daily. The tower has a ring of six bells, the fourth peel is pre
Reformation and the third is inscribed “Fear God” and was cast in
1647.

Inside, the church is home to a medieval lectern depicting a
Crusader’s foot standing on a dragon head. The Jacobean pulpit
features carved heads of Charles 1st and Oliver Cromwell.

The front of East Hendred House
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Much of the charm of East Hendred derives from the old and
varied dwellings. There are believed to be at least ten cruck cottages
– a development of the earliest and primitive method of domestic
building whereby curved timbers in the roof framework extend to
the ground of a medieval house, others with their thatched roofs and
timbers date from the 16th and 17th centuries. The 18th century is
represented by St. Amands House whose façade was added in 1716
but the interior indicates a far older origin.

As we neared the full circle of our walk we stopped outside Mr
Wicken’s shop and admired the splendid example of Tudor Herrin-
gbone brickwork, A property which may once have belonged to a
cloth merchant. 

After lunch some of us bought ice creams and relaxed on the
grass, others grabbed the last bit of history and made their way to
Champs Chapel Museum, originally built by the Carthusian Monks
in 1453 and now houses a collection of village artefacts, pictures,
documents and books.

A very big thank you to Val Jones who organised such a splen-
did day. 

Angela Edwards

The Comedy of Errors
The Rain or Shine Theatre Company made their summer visit to The
Barn on Friday, June 7th to present what is probably William Shake-
speare's fastest moving play, The Comedy of Errors.

Activity in The Barn began as early as 8 am when Ben Viljoen,
Clive Killick and I put out the seats for the matinee performance to
be watched by the girls from Kendrick School.  Then Cliff and Jean
Debney arrived to organise the snacks for the actors.  Angela Edwa-
rds, Catherine Sampson and Lee Hall set up the drinks and refresh-
ments tables, then the nine strong cast touched down to build their
stage, scenery, sound and lighting before arranging their costumes
and props.

With everything in place, the actors went through their vocal
warm-up, changed into costume and awaited the arrival of the
hundred strong audience from Kendrick for the 12.30 pm performa-
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nce.  The girls absolutely loved it, as did the dozen adults from
Purley who find it more convenient to watch the afternoon rather
than the evening show.  The matinee finished just before 3 pm, so
the girls were able to return to school by coach in good time.

Most of the actors took advantage of the time between shows to
shop or just look around Pangbourne for an hour or so, before
returning to The Barn for tea and to get ready for the 7.30 pm
performance.  The evening audience numbered just over the hund-
red and, like the afternoon contingent, everyone was hugely enterta-
ined by the hectic, knockabout style of the play's interpretation.

The purists may not appreciate the appearance of characters
such as Long John Silver and Tommy Cooper in a Shakespearean
production, but Rain or Shine's reputation is well established loca-
lly.  Their performances include classical acting techniques as well
as pantomime.  This summer's cast included five young newcomers
as well as the four regulars so their movement on and off the stage
meant that, while the story of mistaken identities was difficult to
follow at times, there was more than enough physicality to keep
everyone's attention.  The unrelenting pace of the play plus the
warmth of The Barn saw the actors drinking vast quantities of water
between their times on stage.

The applause at the end of the performance, plus a generous
leaving collection of just over £200 showed that the audience had
enjoyed what they had seen.  The total profit on the day amounted
to £550, and this will be shared between the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution and a donation towards improving the sound system in
The Barn – not that it is needed by Rain or Shine!

The company are on tour visiting over 70 venues, travelling this
time as far north as Carlisle, until September 1st.   They then have a
well deserved break before rehearsing for their Christmas product-
ion, which is still to be decided.  The date for their visit to The Barn
is set, however, for Friday, December 6th.

I record my thanks to members of Project Purley who helped
with the organisation of the performances, and also everyone who
came to watch and support us.  Our donations to local and national
charities have now passed the £7,000 mark.

David Downs
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In In In In MemoriamMemoriamMemoriamMemoriam
We lost two of our oldest members over the summer

  Phyllis Eva Hasemore 1926-2013
  Phyllis, or Phyll as she was more often known, was a lively,
spirited individual with a huge zest for life who will be much
missed by all who knew her.  

She was born in Edmonton in Middlesex and lived there throug-
hout her childhood, coming to Purley aged nine in 1935 when her
parents purchased a plot in Colyton Way on the brand new Purley
Park River Estate.   They started off with a tent which they used for
camping at weekends and during holidays, and progressed to a
wooden chalet which gained extensions over time. The Hasemore
family, comprising of dad Walter, a school-keeper, mum Eva, brot-
her Stanley and Phyllis loved Purley from the outset and when her
parents separated, her mother chose to stay in Colyton Way, establi-
shing her own café which became legendary locally for its potato
fritters.  Phyll was by this time working in Central London and a
committed hockey-player with a local team.  She returned to stay
with her mother regularly first in Purley and later in Tilehurst where
her mother moved after she remarried.  On one such trip in the late
1950s she was accompanied by her friend and work colleague Betty
Hunter who was interested in seeing the ‘famous’ Colyton Way.  By
the end of the weekend Phyll and Betty had agreed to jointly buy a
plot there and thus was the beginning of over 50 years of companio-
nship in first one property and then  another across the road in
Colyton Way.   Phyll’s memories of the early days of The River
Estate were incorporated firstly into Purley in Old Images and more
recently were recorded by myself and Ann during our research into
the estate. 

From the very beginning Phyll and Betty were determined to
immerse themselves in village life.  Despite long commutes each day
to and from work in London; they joined local community groups
and soon volunteered to serve on the Committees.  For many years
they jointly served as secretary to the Purley Plot Holders Associat-
ion, later The Purley Park Property Owners Association, and Phyll
also served on the Parish Council.  She continued playing hockey at
club level until she was in her forties and was a supportive member
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of Project Purley
and Purley W.I. as
well as the Wedn-
esday Club and
other groups in
later years.  She
and Betty loved
their cruises and
were incredibly
well travelled –
there were few
countries they
hadn’t visited and
they enjoyed sho-
wing friends the
many photogra-
phs and mement-
oes they had colle-
cted on their trav-
els, often accomp-
anied by a large
glass of red wine
or a gin and tonic.

As Betty’s
health deteriora-
ted Phyll became
her constant nurse

and supporter enabling her to continue to live an active her life at
home until her unexpected death in July 2010.  Phyll’s own health
began to slowly deteriorate in the months that followed and sadly
her final six months were spent between the Royal Berks and a
nursing home.  She died in May 2013 and her ashes were laid to rest
alongside Betty’s in the Goosecroft burial ground.   

A donation of £250 has been made to the R.N.L.I., one of the
charities which Phyll supported, in her name by Project Purley,
being part of the profits raised by June’s Rain or Shine performance
in The Barn. 

Catherine Sampson

Phyll on her 80th Birthday
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Edward Clifford Debney 1930-2013
Cliff was born in Didsbury, Manchester on the 2nd August 1930.
When war started, his school was evacuated on 1st September 1939,
and he went to the edge of the Peak District at Chapel-en-le-Frith,
Derbyshire, sparking his passion for the countryside. He was too
young for the Second World War but joined the RAF for his Natio-
nal Service having been apprenticed at 16 as a mechanical engineer
with the Renold and Coventry Chain Company Limited. He opted
to become a navigator and served on the last Lancaster in service.
Later he earned his wings on Tiger Moths.

He met his future wife Jean at a Baptist Missionary Society
Summer School and they married at Purley (Surrey) Congregational
Church on the 5th September 1959. He had returned to Renolds after
his National Service and was promoted to be office manager for

Presentation of Honorary Life Membership by Catherine Sampson
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them in Reading so they moved to Purley (Berks) in 1979. They had
two sons, Andrew and Peter who brought them much joy with
many grandchildren.

Jean had long been interested in family history and the move to
Purley saw this flower into one for local history as well. They both
joined Berkshire Family History Society in Sept. 1979. He had two
spells as Chairman and later ran the Research Centre. He also served
as chairman of the International Federation of Family History Socie-
ties and was on the Committee of the Berkshire Local History
Association for over 30 years finishing up as Vice President.

In 1984 he and Jean helped to found Project Purley serving terms
as chairman and being on the Executive Committee until ill health
intervened when he was presen-
ted with Life Membership of Proj-
ect Purley and a framed copy of a
document from the National Arc-
hives by the BLHA.

He was always a very affable
and humorous man who quickly
made friends. He kept smiling
and joking despite his illnesses
and loss of mobility and appeared
at almost every Project Purley
event until Jean suffered a mild
stroke and he had to go into a
nursing home where he passed
away on the 17th July 2013. The
esteem in which he was held was
witnessed by a packed church on
the 2nd August commemorating
his life and a reception afterwards
at the Barn.

John Chapman and Andrew
Debney

Cliff enjoying the Project Purley
Diamond Jubilee exhibition
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Nature Notes
by Rita Denman

March 1st The weather is still mainly cloudy and cold although
the sun comes through occasionally. The birds are active and begin-
ning to sing, as it is now light at 6.30am. The farm track running
alongside the meadow is a quagmire. The cattle walking up and
down look quite dejected as though the weather is affecting them
too. There is a kind of waiting atmosphere. Waiting for warmer
weather and for everything to get going

March 8th  Today I drew the curtains on an altogether softer day
with a light mist and pale sunshine. Pheasants were strutting in the
meadow and a lone heron was cruising over the local garden ponds
a sure sign that the frogs are moving. As the morning wore on it
turned into a beautiful spring day. With no rain for a couple of
weeks the water in the big field has finally drained away and it was
a great pleasure to see Ian arrive with the plough and to watch the
blades turning over the dark brown earth.

March 15th The
birds are making the
most of the tilled and
seeded field. Families
of pheasants are there
early to be replaced by
gulls. Then the rooks
arrive. After that it is a
free for all. There is a
feint hint of green in
the trees, so with a
couple of days sun the
leaves will be breaking.

March 22nd Another monochrome Monday morning greeted us to
begin the week of the equinox and the beginning of spring although
some parts of the country are under thick snow. Frost and fog has
hung over everything making the trees look black and skeletal. A
sudden violent storm with thunder and lightening was followed by
quiet and a very flat but intensely coloured rainbow from east to

The muddy world of Home Farm
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west in the river valley.

March 29th Thick drifting snow in many parts of the country
has claimed many animals and it has been heartbreaking to see the
farmers struggling to rescue their animals. Thankfully we have not
experienced this heavy snow but the late cold weather is forecast to
continue into April. Daffodils are in bud and the Mirabelle plum tree
in the meadow is in full flower.

April 6th Spring makes a brief appearance and then disappears
in a flurry of snow, but this year's calves are growing and gamboll-
ing in the pasture field. Something unusual has happened in pond
field where Network Rail had their compound. The field was made
good and seeded with grass which has done very well but suddenly
the whole field is covered with large stones.

April 12th The three day spring over the weekend lifted everyo-
ne's spirit and many residents and visitors made the most of it to get
out and about in Purley. I wanted to get a picture of the stones that
had appeared in pond field. As I was taking the picture Tim Metcalf
drove by with a load of manure to deliver and stopped for a chat. He
told me that the field had been used to dump spoil from the cutting
when the railway was first brought through Purley. With the recent
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disturbance of the ground followed by the heavy rain much of it had
worked to the surface. I was very sorry to hear that Tim had some
calves born with Schmallenburg disease and sadly some were
beyond saving.

April 19th   The weather seems at long last to be taking a turn
for the better. We still haven't lost the occasional dip in temperature
but the Jet Stream is moving north.

April 26th  The fruiting trees are beginning to blossom and the
wild cherry is particularly striking at the moment. It is a disappoint-
ment that something has nipped all the buds from the dark coloured
tulips but that is what comes of giving an open invitation to the
wildlife!

May 3rd The bluebells are coming into blossom to join the
primroses and cowslips in the meadow. There have been a number
of Brimstone Yellow butterflies and a  couple of Red Admirals
which is very encouraging. I heard the first cuckoo on April 26th.

May 10th Over the holiday weekend the weather jumped from
winter to summer and for most of the time there was a deep blue sky
with sky larks singing constantly. There were many orange tip
butterflies and holly blues in the meadow .

May 17th I walked down to the garden very early this morning
and surprised a deer in the meadow. It stopped in its tracks and
looked at me, picked up each front foot in turn, pricked its ears right
up and then decided to run. As it did so a younger muntjac came out
of the side hedge and looked at me very uncertainly. Should it stay
or run? It took a couple of minutes before deciding - to run.

May 24th  The temperature has dropped again and roads in the
north are blocked by snow. Snow showers were forecast over the
Chilterns so I decided not to plant out the bedding plants that I have
bought.

May 31st The forecast is for SETTLED weather. We haven't
heard that word for a long time.The meadow is looking well. Some
settled weather to enjoy it would be wonderful.

June 7th The gardens are looking particularly pretty with spring
flowers that have come into blossom late and summer flowers
which are early, all due to a few days of perfect weather. The
meadow is inviting with lots of wild flowers under the crab apple
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trees, the beautiful grasses about three feet tall and constant bird
song.

June 14th The weather has returned to cold wet and windy and
we are advised that summer is on hold until July.

June 21st Today is the summer solstice. In this area there was no
sun but low cloud hanging over everything. Despite the weather the
gardens are looking very attractive with roses and traditional cott-
age flowers.

June 28th The UK has been enjoying a 'high' from the Azores.
Because the spring weather has been so late in arriving it is feared
that insects will be late in developing which will be a problem for
the birds and that the butterflies have not yet recovered from early
bad weather.

July 5th There have been a few bumble bees and other bees but
many flowers and flowering shrubs are a month late which has
upset the timing of everything.

July 12th The early morning is magical when the sun is rising
and the glow turns the fields of grain to gold and the bricks of the
old cottages orange and golden brown.

Jul 19th The heat has dominated everything. From cold and
miserable, the temperature has risen to 32.2c. It is extremely hot in
the meadow. Too hot to do anything except in the early morning
and late afternoon.

Jul 26th Activity at mid day has been draining in the heat and
humidity. For a few days the neighbourhood came to life in the early
evening when garden watering became a communal affair.

Editor's Note
We are in the fortunate position to have received far too much
material for this edition of the Journal. We are most grateful to
members who have gone to the trouble of submitting their articles
and trust they will not be offended if their contributions have been
deferred until the next edition in January 2014.
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