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Introduction
This section is about the organisations which have operated in Purley with the principal aim of either
providing service to the community or collecting money for a charitable purpose. It is difficult to
classify them as the roles and aims are often very fluid. Thus they are arranged below in alphabetical
order.

This section does not cover the many charities which have held occasional flag days in the village or
those to which Purley has contributed to through some other organisation. Such matters are covered
elsewhere, for example under Youth Groups , The Work of the Church, Schools , Cultural Activities
and Social Clubs. 

In many cases money has been raised by sponsorship. This entailed getting people to commit to so
much a unit and for the contestant to see how many units of endeavour they could complete. The
endeavours have ranged from the physical like swimming so many lengths of a swimming bath or
walking so many miles or mental such as spelling correctly a number of words or answering
questions.

Age Concern

Royal British Legion

Christian Aid
Although Christian Aid has been mainly centred around the Church it has had considerable impact
on its own account. Each year since around 1975 there has been an annual collection around the
village. Collectors distributed envelopes door to door and then went back later to collect the
envelopes, hopefully with a contribution sealed inside.

In addition there have been other events to raise money such as muddy sponsored walks and the raft
races from Whitchurch Lock to Caversham Bridge which took place in the summer.

Contestants designed the most incredible rafts made from every conceivable object from plastic
lemonade containers to planks of wood. Many fell apart in the water and contestants were in
imminent fear of drowning, but no-one was lost in this way. They had to paddle and navigate the
river with a portage at Mapledurham Lock.  

The following account of the race in 1982 was written by Jane Simmonds and published in the
August 1982 edition of Purley Parish News.

THE CHRISTIAN AID RAFT RACE 
Saturday 26th June. "A good day for paddling down the river" I say to myself.  The sky
looks grey and the rain is pouring down.  "What have I let myself in for! It all happened so
quickly the week Wendy came and told me that I had been nominated to go in the raft race,
so I got  my mum, unthinkingly, to sign the consent form.  She didn't know what she was
signing and was horrified when I  told her that I would be paddling six miles on the Thames
with only two boys to help me.  She thought all the  Ichthians would be on it too.
So we got down to the Thames, still raining, and Roger and Colin put the raft together while



I hovered round |watching.  I didn't want it to fall apart  in midstream.  It all went very
smoothly and we at last got it into the water to try it out after its years hibernation.  You see
it was the same raft as last year and not a bit like the picture!  I sat on the outrigger but as I
was a bit heavier than Bruce who sat there last year I kept getting dunked in the water.  I
was so wet from the rain that it  didn't matter. 
It took ages for the people to start us but we did eventually go and fortunately for my mum,
who was jumping up and down on the shore, we did not sink.  Quite a lot of the other rafts
did and we watched them laughingly though I was a bit worried in case it was our turn next.
So dosed up to the eyeballs with Mars Bars, we set off. 
It seemed a long way from Whitchurch to Purley Lock but I  was told we had not even gone
half way! It was quite cold but all that paddling kept us warm and after a while our muscles
got used to the exercise and we got quite a good rhythm going. As the current was pulling us
to the right  we had to paddle on the right to keep us central, so for me it was dunk, dunk,
dunk, as every time Kevin and Nick  paddled on the right I got dunked in the water. It rained
on and off all the time and as we paddled on we longed for the home comforts. Faithful
supporters' shouts grew less until eventually they had to desert us because the path by the
river had disappeared.
Then we were left totally alone; all the rafts that were going to overtake us had done so and
vanished round the bend. All the other rafts that had not sunk were stillway behind us. I felt
like an intrepid explorer searching unknown waters looking around furtively for the unseen
danger that could be lurking anywhere ... And as all good things must come to an end we did
finally to my surprise reach Caversham Bridge, we were so happy when we saw it that Nick
and Kevin started splashing me with water and it was so cold, then Kevin snapped his
paddle in half. We landed cold and  wet and were hauled ashore and given food and dry
clothes. We hung around and waited for the other rafts to come in so they could give us our
prize, because we had won, well our own class anyway which consisted of .... just us. It had
taken us three hours five minutes, that  was twenty minutes slower than last year, and we
had not done it for nothing because as a prize we won back the cup for the fourth year in a
row and were also given back our entry fee. We had come eighth overall which was not too
bad  considering ...! and to everyone's great relief we had not drowned. We were very happy
to have finished and I did not really feel too tired or aching. So far so good. Next  morning,
boy, was I stiff! But I had enjoyed it really and it was for a good cause. All that remains is
for me to collect my sponsor money and run away with my fortune, so all of you still owing,
dig deep. 

Church of England Children's Society

Odd-Fellows
This is a fraternal organisation which does a lot of charitable work in the area. In 1988 the
Pangbourne and District Lodge were meeting at the Memorial Hall in Purley.

Pangbourne and District Volunteer Centre

Red Cross

see PPN 5/82 page 8

see ppn 11/70 page 9

Royal National Lifeboat Institution
The Purley and Tilehurst Branch of the RNLI has appeared at many events in Purley. Usually it runs
a stall selling the RNLI range of goods, the profits from which go to the Institution. They have also
been active in collecting money in direct donations and bring and  buy coffee mornings. For eaxmple



one held at the home of Monica Venners on 6th October 1984 which raised £92. (ref 1-12/84)

Another venture was an 'indoor car boot sale held at the Victoria Hall in Tilehurst on 8th December
1984 (ref 1-12/84)

South Chiltern Lions Club

see ppn 3/82 page 25

ppn 5/85 page 25 lists the activities.






