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The Statute of Westminster
This act was passed in 1285 and formalised the custom for a village or town to be responsible for its
own law and order. This custom had been in effect since early Saxon days but this act gave it the
force of law.

Among other things it established the system of 'hue and cry' whereby any person who detected an
offence could call upon all the other villagers to join in making the arrest, if necessary by chasing the
accused across country in a manner reminiscent of a fox hunt.

It also set a requirement on all men between the ages of 15 and 60 to provide themselves with arms
according to their rank. These were to enable them to keep the peace but it also served as the basis for
the local militia. The High Constables in each Hundred were supposed to inspect the arms every
year.

Frankpledge
From mediaeval times until well into the 19th century the laws were enforced by a system known as
Frankpledge. In this system each man within a village was allocated to a tithing and each member of
a tithing had a duty to ensure that all the other members kept on the straight and narrow.

The tithing consisted of ten men and if any member was accused of an offence the other nine could
be called to account if he did not turn up in court. If he was not a member of a tithing then the whole
village or town where he lived would have to pay any fines.

The tithing would frequently appoint one of their number as their spokesman and he became known

as the "Tithingman" In later years a single tithingman for Purley was appointed at the annual Court
Leet.

The Constable
The office of Constable is one of the oldest in the land. Initially they were appointed by the Courts
Leet on an annual basis and most villagers had to take their turn at a job which was very unpopular.
The appointment had to be confirmed by the local Justices of the Peace but this was usually
automatic.

An Act of 1842 transferred the responsibility for the appointment to the Parish Vestry but after the
formation of the Police force the job became a full time salaried position.

Among his duties were:-
Ensuring the provision of means of punishment and imprisonment. (This included
maintaining the stocks.)
Inspecting ale houses
Apprenticing pauper children
Removing itinerant strangers and beggars
Seeing to the welfare of the poor



Collecting the rates
Making sure everyone had their weapons in order.
Convening Parish meetings
Assisting the churchwardens to enforce attendance at church
Caring for the Parish Bull

Wherever possible the person appointed used to get someone else to do this job for him but it was a
considerable burden whether on his own time or his pocket. In 1662 however an Act was passed
which enabled him to levy a parish rate for the purpose.

The Formation of the Berkshire Constabulary
The Berkshire Constabulary was a Home Office innovation in December 1855. Its role was to police
the areas of the County not covered by Borough forces such as Reading. It was initially based
adjacent to Forbury Gardens in Reading but moved to Sulhamstead House after Berkshire County
Council bought the site for £53,000 in 1952.

Berkshire was amalgamated with several other smaller forces during its existence, including the
Abingdon Borough Police, Maidenhead Borough Council, Newbury Borough Police, Wallingford
Borough Police and Wantage Borough Police. The Windsor Borough Police remained an independ-
ent force, due to the Royal presence at Windsor Castle, until 1947.

In 1888 Ernest Spratley was appointed as constable for Purley. The village bobby was a familiar
sight until well after the second world war.

Henry Haddrell
Article in Purley Parish News by Jean Debney.

ONE OF OUR VILLAGE POLICEMEN

Reading Borough Police dates from 1836 and in 1856 the Berkshire Constabulary was founded to
cover the County  areas.  At first Purley was policed from Pangbourne but by 1888 a Constable had
been appointed to the village. First came Ernest Spratley, followed by Tom Randall in1889 and
Frederick Webb in 1891.

When Henry Haddrell arrived in Purley in April 1892 he was not only the tallest of this group of
policemen  but he also remained the longest  serving. Whilst here he met and married a local girl five
years his senior.  Elizabeth Bazeley was born in Purley in1863, the second daughter of William
Bazeley, coachman to Major Storer.  When they married in Purley on 11th August1894, Elizabeth
was living at Wokingham and it was to nearby Sandhurst that the couple were transferred where they
stayed for the next six years.  The wedding seems tohave been an event of some importance as five
witnesses signed the register instead of the usual two and they  included Mrs Storer.  They had a
family of three sons and two daughters.

Henry Haddrell was born in Upavon Wiltshire in 1870, the son of a policeman, Daniel Haddrell
and Mary his wife. (nee McKenzie) and both his brother and two of his sons  were connected with
the police.  He had grey eyes, brown hair and a scar inside his left thumb.  Before coming to
Berkshire he had been with the Wiltshire Constabulary at Swindon for more than two years and
stated that his trade was blacksmith. 

During his career with the police Henry served in Newbury and became a sergeant at Maidenhead
before being promoted  to Inspector at Wokingham.  He remained there for over 15 years until his
retirment in 1929 with a pension of £350  a year.  He continued his association with the Wokingham
police and coached them in athletics and especially the| tug of war.  When he died in 1947 he was 77
years old|



Both he and his wife, Elizabeth, who died three years  previously were buried in All Saints
Wokingham.  In his  obituary it was recalled that he was a popular officer, very cheery and that he
knew how to enjoy himself; apparantly he always carried a thick pair of leather gloves to flick at
those who were slow to move away and  clear an obstruction.

Pangbourne Police Station
Over the years as the force grew it was necessary to form Divisions which corresponded with the
remaining local authority areas. Thus the policing of the Bradfield RDC area was devolved to the
Pangbourne Division headquartered in a new building on Reading Road in Pangbourne. During
WW2 they had an air raid siren mounted on a platform on the roof. When it was sounded it could be
heard all over Purley.

Over the years however policing has become much more specialised with the formation of groups
such as CID, Traffic and Underwater Search. In recent months the public desk at the station has been
closed and the building used for administrative purposes,

The Thames Valley Constabulary
The constabularies of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxcfordshire, together with Oxford City and
Reading Borough forces were amalgamated in 1968 to form the Thames Valley Constabulary with
headquarters at Kidlington near Oxford. The Reading and Pangbourne areas became part of E
Division centred on Reading.

Various schemes have been tried for policing the area. At first the emphasis was on mobility and the
police were strictly confined to their panda cars. Public pressure for a more personalised approach
resulted in the formation of area police with a named person responsible for developing community
relations in his area. For Purley this was constable Malcolm Wills who became well known to many
people, especially the school children. However pressures are such that for the most part patrolling is
confined to the evening and night time and people still feel deprived of the old familiar village bobby
figure.

Neighbourhood Watch
One of the approaches tried is the neighbourhood watch whereby a number of people living in close
proximity to each other allied themselves to keep an eye out for troublemakers and transgressors. A
large number have been formed in the Purley area but no details are available.

Neighbourhood Wardens
Another initiative was the appointment of neighbourhood wardens. The scheme was initiated by
Sovereign Housing for policing their estates but after support from West Berkshire Council and local
Parish Councils they operated over a much wider area. Regrettably however support was withdrawn
by the major providers and the scheme is currently in limbo.

More Information
The best place to start is the Thames Valley Police Museum at Sulhamstead. Go to :-

http:\\www.thamesvalley.police.uk/museum.html

they have a booklet on line which provides lots of information.






