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The first Purley Parish News appeared in 1933 utfteRevd Ernest Skuse but lasted only a few
years until 1938. It was revived by the Rev Hardllvkins in 1960 and turned into a community
magazine by the Revd Dereck Taylor in 1971. By sonraate, copies of the earlier editions have
survived. The Berkshire Record Office holds comemost of the issues and we were supposed to
pass them a copy when a new edition came out 8abh't know whether this has been kept up in
recent years. Project Purley have an almost compédtand are attempting to scan each edition to
place on their website.

It is interesting to read Ernest Skuse's leadinglarin the January 1933 edition:-

Among your New Year's good wishes we want you ttuithe a sheaf for our Parish
Magazine, which begins its life on the first dayabuary, 1933. Whether it will survive
that day of birth depends on you who read this remmbis for that reason that we
emphasize the possessive "our" in the opening semt&ome of our reader will soon
perhaps be writers in these local pages. Othérhe interest grows (like Topsy) - may be
sending us contributions top a correspomdence cal@uinall can be eager and even
enthusiatic sharers in our new enterprise, the perpbsvhich, briefly stated, is to provide
members of our community with a tangible link coctivey us with each other and with our
place of reverent, common worship to the glory hadour of Almighty God.
He goes on to note that Mr and Mrs Cecil Aldin hexaved on, that Mr Day and Mrs Anderson have
passed on and welcomes the new inhabitants of d@dll Estate (Glebe Rd). We get information
about the Mothers' Union, the Girl Guides, the Stlamd the Church Choir who have had outings to

the Zoo and the Isle of Wight. It ends with a 6§Baptisms Funerals and Marriages in 1932.

The editions in the 1930s were typeset and prirdgedllly on four, roughly A4 sized, sheets using
a template provided by 'Homewords' which was aonati magazine published by the Church of
England on a monthly basis, copies of which westrihuted with the Parish Magazine.

The magazines between 1932 and 1938 provide anédswg record of goings on and personalities
in Purley during a very peaceful period in our higto

The revival came in 1965 when the Revd Harold Hawk@éistarted the magazine (185mm by 120
mm) with three sheets stapled together. It wasosygled with a hand drawn cover depicting a view
of the church on the front and adverts on the bAskthey had to use the same flimsy for every
edition they had to handstamp the date on every.dbpgd to be redrawn for the December 1969
edition as the Rector's phone number changed angrite was reduced from 5d to 4d. The contents
were almost all about the Church with very littleoat the community and Home Words was
included.

When Dereck Taylor arrived as Rector in January 1B&0set to to re-launch it as an A5
Community magazine priced as 6d or 2 1/2 new pdtisefirst edition came out in March 1970. It
was still cyclostyled but contained many more pdgésof information about local societies and
goings on. There was an immediate surge in reagergith a distribution network of volunteers
covering most of the parish. The price was roungiedo 3p and Dereck was always listed as the



editor although in fact Joan Wilcox, the churchretary did most of the work. When David Evans
took over in 1975 Joan was officially listed as #uitor and continued in this role until 1986 when
she retired to live in St James Close in Pangbourne

By the time Paulene Manning took over as editor fAungust 1986 the printing was being done
professionally with a different black and white \@hag on the cover done each month by Ray
Herring. By 2001 the price had risen to 35p. Fromrdh 1986 the cover design was changed to a
photograph of the church and from March 1989 a pbetograph was used each month. A new
church picture was reintroduced in February 1990 thrglcontinued in use until December 1996
when new drawings were used.

Paulene Manning continued as editor from August 188@ecember 2002 when Matthew
Slingsby took over. When he retired a number of gaedgors were used until David Jordan took
over in 2016.



