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Proceeding up-stream we behold some of the richest scenery in the Thames Valley. Past the
'Roebuck Inn' where the Oxford Eight used to train sometimes in the good old days before the sounds
of war killed the splash of oars, we come to Purleyon the Berkshire bank, surrounded by
immemorial elms beneath the shadow of Purley Park. It was almost entirely rebuilt in 1870 except
the fine brick tower which bears a shield of the arms of Bolingbroke. The font is Norman and there
used to be a curious piece of tapestry of the story of Susannah; but a former rector sold it, as he did
not consider the subject suitable  for a church. Purley Hall stands some distance from the river and
together with Sulham forms the estate of the Wilder family, who have held property there since the
fifteenth century. Purley Hall was known as Hyde Hall and was built by Francis Hyde in 1609.
About a century later Francis Hyde  sold it to Francis Hawes, a director of the South Sea Company.
It was let to Warren Hastings during part of his trial. A quaint picture represents him riding near the
Indian animals which Macauley states he tried to acclimatize. A distinguished soldier who lost his
commission during the present war and gained it again by gallantry when fighting in the ranks, is
living now at Purley Hall. It contains many most interesting family portraits.

Opposite Purley where there is a lock and a large weir, stands Mapledurham. That weir and lock look
peaceful enough on this bright summers day; but the river can surge and rage in winter, and a very
tragic scene took place a few years ago when the rector of Purley crossed the water in a boat to help
his neighbour on the other side, and on the return journey in the darkness of the night was carried
over the weir and drowned. But the scene is calm and beautiful enough when the summer sun shines.

Mapledurham House has been for centuries the seat of the Blount family. The front is early Tudor
and was attached to a much older building, a portion of which, of half timbered work, remains in the
southwest. This front consists of a curious wall 103 feet in length with an entrance to the hall in the
centre, flanked on each side by a wing twenty feet wide, the material being brick with stone groins
and mullions. There are eight fine oriel windows transomed and mullioned. At the back are irregular
buildings, amongst which is a small chapel for Roman Catholic services, the Blounts being adherents
of that faith. The windows are all mullioned, the moulding being the usual ones of quarter circles and
fillet. The house was garrisoned for the king during the civil war by Sir Charles Blount, whom
Clarendon called 'the rout-general of the Royal Army'. In 1643 when Reading was besieged, the
Parliamentarians captured the fort near the house which they plundered, and Sir Charles must have
been a little gratified to learn that many of the troopers were hurt by the bursting of their own petard.










