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This article was written by a former employee of Trenthams, Rita Denman, and published in
two parts in the Project Purley Journmals of January and May 2006

Account of Purley on Thames
Trenthams





























Finale by Rita Denman
The story was continued by Rita in the Project Purley Journal of January 2015:-

In 1982 Trenthams was a thriving Civil Engineering firm. The Headquarters had been in Purley since
1951. The old Belleisle Farm house had been extended and was in use as offices together with a
newer block to the east and several smaller buildings serving as laboratories.  In the grounds were
Kennel Cottages originally built for workers of the South Berks Hunt and two prefabricated houses
built by Trenthams. In the north east part of the site was the bowling green which often served as the
venue for County matches. On Long Lane there were three more cottages built for employees, one of
which was occupied by Fred Saunders who was later awarded the BEM for his work with the Red
Cross. When he died his widow planted an oak tree on the verge in Long Lane in his memory. 

The Chairman of the Company, Mr Donald Trentham died of a heart attack in 1983. At that time
the market was relatively difficult for smaller concerns such as Trenthams and within a few years the
company moved to other premises and the Purley site was sold for housing development.

The Egerton Company began the development which was to be named Crown Green.  Part of their
agreement for Planning Permission involved dedicating the site of the bowling green to the Parish
Council to satisfy the 'open space' requirement. The Parish Council promptly leased back the site to
the Bowls Club on a long lease and a valuable parish amenity was saved. Egertons built a few houses
along Bowling Green Lane and then went into administration.

The main development was continued by Bryant Homes  The farmhouse was adapted to apartme-
nts and the bowling green pavilion was refurbished becoming a focal point. . It was planned to
convert the old Purley barn to residential use. Everything else was demolished. It was a number of
years before the whole site was developed but the barn had become a problem. With its historic
connections there were difficulties balancing conversion with commerce. Following discussion with
the Parish Council, Bryant Homes generously offered to transfer the barn( yet again) to a new site at
the recreation ground and present it to the Parish as a community facility with the use by the local
Scout Troop particularly in mind.

A new roundabout was built on the main road and this involved moving our ancient milestone
about 40 yards to the east. The Barn is now a valuable asset to Purley and the estate has settled into
an attractive area but locally it is still known affectionately as 'Trenthams'.
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